
Councillor Jeff Harris Report 

At this time of year for public services, we are focussing on final accounts and also next years 

budgets. 

In the last 5 years Surrey County councils Budget had reduced cumulatively by £540 MILLION, with 

next years budget savings/cuts at about £60million, currently. 

The problem we face is reduced Government Grant, and significantly increasing demand for services 

such as Social Care and Childrens Services. We have the highest number of elderly people with 

learning difficulties in the country, and the third highest number of unaccompanied asylum seekers 

(children) in the country. We receive no extra funding for the first group and a tiny fraction of the 

cost for the second group. We have just under 1,000 children in care, some with very complex needs 

and far too few Foster Carers in the county, which means half our children are living outside the 

County as far away as North of England and Wales…You can imagine the cost, but some cost £250-

300,000 per year…… 

Everyone complains (rightly) about the state of the highways and roads in the County, but again our 

government funding is vastly under what we need-and it takes no account for the number of 

vehicles using our roads and actual miles DRIVEN, as it’s based on the miles of so we receive the 

same per mile as a largely rural area such as Somerset. Neither does it take account of the sheer 

volume of traffic between the country’s two biggest airports! 

In December SCC received almost twice as many reports of potholes than previous years…. 

BUT….there is some good news: 

Local Councillors are to receive money to spend on local roads in need of substantial works. It’s not a 

vast sum and won’t go far but it’s a start-and it’s costing SCC £5Million. 

Additionally I will receive an additional £7,500 to spend on local highways related projects, plus the 

opportunity for our local ‘Works Gang’ to undertake hedging, ditching, fencing, bollard, etc has 

trebled. 

I think this is great news and will go to balance the substantial cuts we’ve seen recently. 

I will still have my Members Allocation-although reduced to £5,000 this year-to spend in support of 

community projects. 

All in all, far better than we could have expected. 

Locally, I’ve been involved in a number of issues ranging from the placing of Estate Agents Boards 

along the roadside, the removal  of some bus services, drainage and pothole repairs, the ongoing 

A217 works, Schools Admission advice, Chapel Road residents concerns, and various meetings with 

residents about individual matters of concern. 

At SCC I have been involved in Planning issues, Children’s Schools and young people’s issues, 

particularly those in and leaving our care. We are currently receiving an Ofsted Inspection, which will 

report in due course. 

A bus time of year. 

 

One thing residents can do to lighten the load and that is report issues directly to Surrey County 

Council via the website www.surreycc.gov.uk and follow the menus as appropriate or ring the 

Highways Contact Centre on 0300 200 1003. If you’re not happy with thr response, let me know. 

http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/


 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Jeff Harris 

 

County Councillor 

Tadworth (including Preston), Walton on the Hill and Kingswood (including Burgh Heath). 

Jeffrey.Harris@surreycc.gov.uk  

07865 143 983 

 

 

Councillor Rachel Turner Report 

Update from Rachel Turner 

We now have Chinthurst parking issues with parents parking in The Avenue, people cannot access 

the flats due to parked vehicles over the entrance, the cars are also damaging the brickwork.  More 

bollards are being knocked down in Tower Road again by parents.  Jeff has managed to find some 

money SCC are replacing bollards  

Jubilee Woodland-- drugs are once again been being used in that area, the residents next door are 

getting concerned, we need to arrange to speak to them 

Chipstead Lane - getting complaints about trees being cut down. Have been in contact with 

Kimgswood cllrs- new owner of the land which used to have prefabs on had bulldozed in on Tuesday, 

he maintains to find drainage.  Our officers including tree officer visited Tuesday lunchtime and 

spoke to the owner 

The flooding by The Bridge Restaurant seems to have disappeared, have been checking every time 

we have heavy rain 

Have heard that no 28 is re-opening as a restaurant on Saturdays and Sunday's  

We seem to have had a couple more accidents on the very dangerous bend of Epsom Lane North 

which meets the top of Kingswood Rd, bollard has been knocked down and a large metal arrow sign 

which is placed on the boundary of the field had been knocked down, highways repaired it earlier in 

the week 

Vehicle has well and truly uprooted a large stone bollard on the corner of Kingswood Rd and Downs 

Way, the grass has been reduced to mud. 

 

Rachel 

mailto:Jeffrey.Harris@surreycc.gov.uk

