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Report to Residents. 
 

This report covers the last few months and will be one of the quarterly ‘Reports for 
Residents’ in my Division, namely Tadworth, Walton on the Hill, Kingswood, Burgh 
Heath, Preston and a small part of Lower Kingswood. 

I suppose I’d better start with what seems to be the bane of my life over the last two 
years-the A217. 

Over the last 6 months I’ve worked with Cllr Bob Gardner (Lower Kingswood and 
Merstham) and cleaned dozens of road signs, and cleared up several thousand 
pounds worth of signs, barriers and cones. Why? We know there’s no money, got 
tired of waiting, and we are proud of our areas so we just did a ‘Nike’.  

We hope you noticed.  

(We know there’s more to be done-but you can help by reporting these issues direct 
to Highways via the website, e-mail or phone). 

I’ve challenged the tree-cutting, Contract management of cutting foliage around the 
street lights, roadworks signage, road closures, and coning off of sections with no 
information  to  road users or residents, and asked at the highest level  for Surrey 
County Council Departments to ‘TALK to each other’….My quest continues. 

I’ve done several ‘walkabouts’ in Tadworth, Kingswood, Walton on the Hill, Preston 
and parts of Burgh Heath to  see for myself…..and as a result have asked SCC 
Highways for certain works to be done and a long list of works has gone in, but 
please remember it’s a long list and ultimately depends on money…. 

One issue that comes up frequently is hedge-cutting….bearing in mind birds nesting- 
is yours tidy, not obstructing the paths, etc? Can a wheelchair get past? 

Talking of money, I have limited money for highway improvements (very small 
projects!) and Community projects, so please contact me if you’ve ideas. More 
details are on the SCC website .The closing dates have to be soon, so let me know, 
and we can discuss the ‘art of the possible’. 

To  give you some ideas; over the last year working with the Residents Association,  
I’ve ‘purchased’ grit bins in Burgh Heath ( which would have been removed), 
sponsored the complete renewal of the ‘Fingerpost’ at Tadworth crossroads, tree-
planting, stump-removal, paving renewal, Shelvers Way refurbishment and planting-
with more to come, this years ‘seed collection;, and security features for Tadworth 



Cricket Club and their new Youth Development Sessions for young people who can’t 
afford the kit-have a look how many youngsters go there on a Friday evening. 

A little money can go a long way…….. 

Apart from advice to residents, School Appeals, and trying to sort out disputes and 
suggesting solutions to ongoing problems, I’ve also got my County Council 
responsibilities to carry out on your behalf ( well, with the other 1.2million people in 
Surrey). 

I currently chair the Local Committee (which brings together Reigate and Banstead 
Councillors with their colleagues at Surrey County Council), I sit on the Adult and 
Health Select Committee, (Which oversees the spending of the largest budget in the 
Council, caring for the elderly and vulnerable). I sit on the Corporate Parenting Board 
(which relates to how we treat and support the thousand or so children in the care of 
the Council) and finally, I am a Director (unpaid-if you were going to ask) of a 
company owner by the Council, which this year will generate £500,000 towards 
Services. 

I’m quite busy most of the time, but you can all help me in the future by reporting 
problems direct to Surrey County Council, and when you do you will get a reference 
number. If things don’t work out – let me know and give me the reference number, 
and I can look into it. 

Finally, there’s lots of advice on both the County Council and Reigate and Banstead 
Council websites, so if you’ve got the I.T, have a look-if not you can ring them-they 
will be really helpful. 

I hope everyone has a good Summer and if you’re going away on holiday, please 
remember to do the common sense checks before you leave-and…………….. enjoy 
the break. 
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