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Welcome to the Autumn edition of our Newsletter. 
Since our last edition, Walton Heath Golf Club has 
submitted proposals both to move their Clubhouse on 
to the Heath, and to redevelop the existing site for 

housing. We have long been committed to consulting with our 
membership on this matter of importance to our community, but while 
a meeting was planned, incorporating presentations and a debate 
between representatives of both the Golf Club and the Campaign for 
the Protection of Rural England, the Golf Club have stated that they 
“…are not comfortable with the process.” The meeting has therefore 
been cancelled.

Since the Golf Club has already held an open exhibition and made a 
presentation to residents under the auspices of the Walton Forum, we 
have decided to dedicate a large section of this Newsletter to the issue, 
and to let the debate happen within its pages..

There are two sides to this extensive argument, both of which are 
explored here; so please read on. Make your own mind up and submit 
your opinion. Your view will help shape the ultimate planning decision.

OUR HEATH COULD CHANGE…
It’s time for you to decide!

Proposed new clubhouse as viewed from the Heath

Plan of proposed Clubhouse site, access road, car park, and Artisans’ 
Clubhouse in relation to the resultant smaller Practice Ground on Beecham’s 

Field and the Dorking Road (at top).

View of the front entrance from the car park with the Dorking Road to the right.



2

Without delving too far back in time - the current 
situation can be said to have started in 2015 once the 
Club had succeeded in de-registering Beecham’s Field 
for the purpose of establishing a more formal practice 

ground. This was achieved by the provision of replacement land across 
the M25, and followed a Public Enquiry and an Appeal to the High 
Court through 2014/15. It was felt by many in the local Community, 
but always denied by the Club, that this was a precursor to their 
applying to move the Club House onto the Heath.

Through 2016/17 the Club’s Board progressed with their ‘Contingency 
Planning’ which included a proposal for a new Club House to be built on 
the Heath, on land that was now de-registered, funded in part by sale of 
the old Club House for housing. Discussions were then held with the 
Council’s Planners, based on a preliminary layout and, under their new 
Chairman, the TWRA were periodically informed of what progress was 
being made, information which we passed on to Members.

In August and September this year the Club submitted a formal 
Planning Application for a New Club House on the Heath and an 
Outline Planning Application for four houses and an Apartment 
building for ten units on the existing site, described as Outline Planning 
for 14 dwellings.

Details of the two applications can be found at www.reigate-
banstead.gov.uk, click ‘Planning Application Search’, enter 19/01513/F 
for the proposed new Club House and for the ‘Outline Planning 
Application’ for the sale and building on the current site, and choose 
‘Related Documents’ in each case. 

It should be noted that these two applications are linked, as the 
money raised from the sale of the existing site to a Developer will go 
towards funding the new Club House. In addition, as the application 
for developing the old site is only an Outline Application, it will be up 
to the developer who purchases the site to decide the nature of the 
proposal which would mean submission of a new Planning Application.

Founded in 1903, Walton Heath Golf Club’s Old Course is one of 
the Top 100 courses in the world. With a largely local 
membership at its heart, the Club is part of the local community 
and has been since it was founded. 

While we are a World Famous Club with a strong membership, golf 
clubs across the country are facing difficulties. Memberships are down 
and golf played is dropping significantly. Our membership has held up 
so far, but other clubs have struggled. 

As a Board, we have a duty to ensure that the Club is ready to face 
future challenges. That means creating a Club which is sustainable not 
just for five years but for the next fifty. Seventy two percent of our 
Members, mainly local, are in favour of progressing with the proposal to 
relocate the clubhouse.  

As part of our plans we are looking to create a modern, flexible and 
attractive clubhouse across the Dorking Road. The proposed clubhouse 
has many advantages. The new clubhouse will: 
• Overlook the courses and be connected to the Practice Ground.
• Improve safety for all golfers, especially young and old, by 

removing the need to cross the Dorking Road and Deans Lane.
• Be better laid out and dramatically reduce maintenance and 

operating costs.
The new clubhouse has been designed to sit within the landscape 

and will be screened from three sides by existing and new trees and 
planting. The spaces inside will be more flexible, allowing for a better 
experience for Members and visitors alike. 

Before embarking on the journey, the Board has reviewed a number 
of possible options. We have considered the existing building with 
wholesale refurbishment. We have considered a new building on the 
existing site. We have considered tunnels under the Dorking Road. All 
of these options have significant flaws and do not address our key issues.

Fundamentally, not moving the clubhouse means that unlike most of 
our competitors we remain detached from the courses and leaves safety 
and possibly financial issues to be resolved. 

A compromise solution would leave the Club less attractive to golfers 
and might make it financially more difficult for the Club to continue the 
community work, such as:  
• Maintaining 500 acres of heathland, footpaths and bridleways – 

we think we are one of only a handful of clubs in the world to 
have a staff member dedicated to looking after heather

• Maintaining the walkers parking area.
• Maintenance support for Walton-on-the-Hill sports ground.
• Community support and events where requested.
• Artisans’ club for 100 local people and a practice area.

If we are successful in gaining planning permission, we will look to 
extend these benefits to include: extending the bridleways to connect to 
the North Downs Way, creating more lowland heathland and providing 
more community support. These all require good financial health.

We welcome the chance to speak to our neighbours and invite all 
residents to a presentation and Q & A at the Golf Club at 7.00 pm on 
Monday 4th November.

Background to the Golf Club’s Planning Applications

WHGC Management State their Case for the Proposals
Walton Heath Golf Club – securing the next 100 years 

Beecham’s Field today.
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IMPACT ON THE GREEN BELT
Our primary objection is that the proposal is inappropriate development 
in the Green Belt, because of impact on ‘openness’ and the ‘purposes’ 
of the Green Belt. We also consider that there is ‘other harm’ in terms of 
impact on the AGLV (Area of Great Landscape Value), ecology, 
sustainability and heritage. It is therefore necessary for the Club to show 
that there are ‘very special circumstances’ which outweigh this harm, 
and in our opinion, it has failed to do this.

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) clearly states the 
need to preserve the openness of the Green Belt and in our view the 
scale and mass of this new (modern designed) building, some 55m long 
and nearly 8m high, does not meet this requirement. In addition to the 
Club House itself, there is also the new access road, hard-standing 
parking areas and the Artisans’ Club House all significantly impacting 
upon the openness of the Heath.

The proposal will have an adverse impact on the landscape which is 
designated as an Area of Great Landscape Value (AGLV) and therefore 
at the present time, will ‘be provided with the highest level of 
protection’. The club house will be visible from over nearly 180 degrees 
to the south and the car parking and access road, together with the rear 
of the clubhouse building, will be visible across Beecham’s Field, the 
Dorking Road and public rights of way. The impact on the AGLV 
amounts to ‘any other harm.’ 

It should also be noted that in its response to the Clubs Pre-
Application the Council Planning Department (5th July 2017) stated that 
under its Core Strategy Framework that any “…inappropriate 
development will be resisted.” The Planners went on to say that such a 
building should not be “…prominent in terms of scale or appearance…” 
and noting that the building should “…be set at a lower land level than 
the adjoining Beecham’s Field practice green…” The plans submitted by 
the Club appear not to have respected that requirement in that the new 
building/complex location has moved back up the slope and into 
Beecham’s Field itself such that the practice area is now significantly 
reduced in width and, due to the new access road, reduced in length, 
such that it is arguably no longer safe from straying golf balls. The 
proposed new Club House building will be very obvious from Dorking 
Road, particularly at its junction with the new access road, and because 
it is higher than originally envisaged, also very clear and obtrusive, from 
the Heath/Golf Course side, despite attempts to show it partially hidden 
by illustrative trees in the Club’s submission.

The amount of hard standing for car parking should also be a concern 
with the same number of spaces as the main car park on its existing site, 
at 171 car park spaces. This neglects the existing overflow facility, which 
is not being replicated, and means that at staged golf events, spectators 

will have to find parking in surrounding village roads such as Heath Drive.
Finally, we believe that the Club would have a better case in justifying 

its scheme if it did not already have an existing clubhouse, which many 
feel should be refurbished and preserved because of its charm and 
undoubted historic connections. The Club may prefer to have a new 
building overlooking their two courses, but this is not sufficient to 
qualify as ‘very special circumstances’. 

CROSSING THE DORKING ROAD
It is recognised that there is some benefit to the Club from golfers no 
longer needing to cross the Dorking Road and much is made of the 
safety aspect of this. However, as data supplied by the traffic 
consultants show, there have been no accidents or fatalities involving 
pedestrians. Surrey County Council, as highway authority, has stated 
that accident levels are too low to justify a controlled crossing.

There are many golf clubs around the country that have their courses 
crossing roads. Locally, Tyrrells Wood, Epsom and Cuddington Golf 
Clubs all have to cross a road and at Banstead Golf Club players have to 
cross the much busier A217. At Liphook Golf Club they have provisional 
approval for a tunnel under the old A30 road at a fraction of the cost for 
Walton Heath’s proposed new Club House complex.

In recent years, or as part of their Contingency Planning, the Club has 
not, to our knowledge, fully explored to any serious extent, any 
alternatives to facilitate the crossing of the road, for example a Tunnel, 
Bridge or, the most cost effective, a Pelican Traffic Light system. This 
latter option would also have the benefit of slowing traffic down along 
that stretch of road. Although there are currently three crossing places, 
one should suffice if well located, involving comparatively little 
additional walking. Each of these options would also be of significant 
benefit to the local community who have access rights to the Heath. 

In our opinion this issue does not constitute ‘very special 
circumstances’.

OTHER REASONS FOR OBJECTING
There are many other reasons for objecting to this planning application 
including, for example, the impact on the landscape/Area of Great 
Landscape Value and the harm to the ecology of the area, as well as its 
associated Outline Planning Application to demolish their existing 
building and sell onto a developer for housing. 

In the short space available in this Newsletter we have focused on just 
two key issues, ‘Impact on the Green Belt’ and ‘Crossing the Dorking 
Road’, which we believe are of great importance to the local community. 
Our fuller Objection has been forwarded to the Council Planners and 
can be read on their and our web sites.

The TWRA is minded to object to these Applications for several reasons, 
with just two main issues summarised here:

The Objections

We hope you feel that you have here been presented with 
a comprehensive overview of both sides of this debate. So 
now, it’s over to you: Make your own mind up and submit 
your opinion one way or the other. To do that go to: 

www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk, click ‘Planning Application 
Search, enter 19/01513/F for the proposed new Club 
House and 19/01514/OUT for the Outline Planning 
Application for the sale and building on the current site, 
clicking on ‘Related Documents’ in each case. 

Your considered view will help shape the ultimate 
planning decision.

In Summary
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PLANNING POLICY
The Council is now close to adopting its Development Management 
Plan which identifies sites for development and detailed planning 
policies which will be used when considering planning applications. This 
is good news as the old Local Plan of 2005 was becoming increasingly 
out of date.

The Core Strategy, which was adopted in 2014 and set out the broad 
planning proposals, including housing numbers, for the Borough, has 
now been reviewed. This is in accordance with the government’s 
requirement for all plans to be subject to a 5 year review. The Council 
has determined that the policies are broadly in line with government 
guidance and are operating effectively and so there is no need to amend 
the Plan. This is to be welcomed as a review would almost certainly 
result in higher housing targets and the loss of yet more Green Belt.

PLANNING PROPOSALS IN OUR AREA
Compared with many six month periods, there have been several major 
applications in and adjacent to our ward.

SURROUNDING AREA
Fidelity, in Lower Kingswood, is proposing a significant car park 
extension in order to accommodate employees from its site in Kent. On 
the one hand we appreciate that it is important to retain local 
employment but on the other, we are aware that the existing traffic flow 
to and from the site causes considerable local nuisance. This could 
increase, unless there are appropriate traffic management measures 
including the encouragement of more home-working and use of 
minibuses to accommodate the workers from Kent and those able to use 
public transport. We also have advocated more habitat creation 
measures to offset harm to the environment.

An application has now been submitted to the Legal and General site 
for development as a large care village with units in the ‘Rotunda’ and 
St Monica’s buildings plus additional units on the car parks. The recreation 
grounds will remain undeveloped and access will be along existing 
roads, rather than, as we feared, a new highway to join the A217. The 
Committee decided that we would not object to this proposal.

There has been an application on Highlands, on the A217, at the 
junction of Blackhorse Lane for four travellers’ caravan pitches. Planning 

permission was refused on appeal for two pitches some years ago but 
the site is included in the Development Management Plan as a 
travellers’ site. We have supported residents in the ward by objecting 
to the over-development of the site.

SITES IN TADWORTH
We have objected to a development of flats at 15, The Avenue on 
grounds of over-development and inadequate parking. A revised 
application has been submitted reducing the number of flats to 20 
which we will consider. We have also objected to an application in 
Epsom Lane South which involves the demolition of one dwelling and 
its replacement by four detached dwellings. This application has now 
been refused on the basis that it is a cramped form of development, 
which is out of character with the area, with a poor relationship 
between the units and would have an adverse impact on neighbours.
 
SITES IN WALTON
The main applications are the two submitted by the Walton Heath 
Golf Club and are referred to elsewhere in this Newsletter. The long 
awaited Kitlands application has also been submitted. This is for four 
detached dwellings and a two storey block of ten apartments with 
access from Chequers Lane. Your committee has yet to consider the 
application, but when consulted on draft plans we felt that the layout 
was far better than earlier suggestions, but were concerned at the 
impact on Chequers Lane, particularly for pedestrians and other 
non-vehicular traffic. The planning application reference is 19/01488 
and details can be viewed on the Council’s web site.

OTHER MATTERS
Grant money is being made available to improve facilities at local 
railway stations. In response to an email request, we have received 
many ideas from users of Tadworth station. We have submitted these 
suggestions but have not yet heard which suggestions will be followed 
up on.

We would like to see an increased range of wild flowering plants 
introduced on the central reservation of the A217. We are grateful for 
the support of our County Councillors Bob Gardner and Jeff Harris and 
will have to see if we can come up with a practical proposal.

Local Matters in Walton & Tadworth By Gillian Hein

LOCAL D RUG  PROBLEM
Concerns have been raised by a number of our residents about 
drugs. These relate to both the use of drugs by young people in 
public spaces and what appears to be drug dealing taking place 
locally. Anything that you have seen of this nature should be 
reported to the Police either via their 101 telephone line or via 
Surrey Police’s ‘Report a Crime’ web page - www.surrey.police.
uk/ro/report. These reports will enable them to check for 
patterns of behaviour.

However, if you would prefer to provide your information 
anonymously, you can do this via Crimestoppers using telephone 
number 0800 555 111. Crimestoppers has created a special 
youth service project called ‘Fearless’ designed to provide young 
people, aged 11-16, who may have become aware of drug 
taking or dealing, with a confidential help and reporting service. 

This is designed to help them avoid getting sucked into a 
potentially very dangerous activity. 

I have included a more detailed article about Crimestoppers in 
the next edition of The Tadworth Tribune.

Mike Fox for Neighbourhood Watch, 01737 350452.

Crimestoppers set up outside Tadworth Leisure Centre to provide 
advice to adults and children concerned about drugs and crime.
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Thank you for the many positive comments and the thanks 
that we received for the TWRA Tadworth in Bloom 2019 
village display. The 37 beautiful hanging baskets, filled with 
a variety of flowers including Petunia, Lobelia, Diascia, 

Geranium and Begonia, produced a fantastic riot of colour in the 
newly designated Conservation Area of Station Approach and Cross 
Road. The baskets, which remained fresh and bright throughout the 
summer months, were beautiful and really enhanced the local street 
scene for residents, businesses and visitors alike. We really hope that 
you enjoyed the display.

Tadworth in Bloom would not have been possible without the 
generous financial support that we received from many of our local 
businesses and borough councillors Rachel Turner and Vic Broad. Special 
thanks go to those councillors and the following businesses:

Pfizer • One Stop • The Bridge Restaurant • Chapman & Son 
Butchers • Tadworth Tyres • Nethercott Opticians • Fadi Tailors • 
Simply Dry Cleaners • The Flower Pot • Studio C Hair Design • Thai 
Cottage Restaurant • Peter & Co. Accountants • Farm Fencing 

We very much hope to repeat and develop Tadworth in Bloom next 
year. If any of our residents would like to contribute towards the 
proposed 2020 display, please do contact us.

Tadworth in Bloom 2019 By Patricia Brookwick

USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS 
TWRA COMMITTEE:
Clive Elcome, Chairman
clive.elcome@ukgateway.net - 01737 813110
Gillian Hein, Vice-Chairman & Tadworth Planning
gilllian.hein@virginmedia.com - 01737 355206
Robin Parr-Davies, Treasurer
robin@parr-davies.com     
Gillian Bockmeulen, Secretary
gbockmeulen@hotmail.com - 01737 814989
Membership Secretary, Mike Fox - 01737 350452
Position Vacant, Walton Area Steward

LOCAL COUNCILLORS:
Rachel Turner, Borough Councillor
cllr.turner@reigate-banstead.gov.uk
Rod Ashford, Borough Councillor
Cllr.Ashford@reigate-banstead.gov.uk 
Jamie Paul, Borough Councillor
jamie@rbca.org.uk
Jeff Harris, Surrey County Councillor
jeffrey.harris@surreycc.gov.uk
Reigate and Banstead Borough Council
01737 27600 (Emergency number only outside normal 
office hours 0151 221 2928)
Crispin Blunt, M.P.
Westminster Office - 0207 219 2254      
crispinbluntmp@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01737 222756      
Skinner House, 38-40 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7BA

Surrey County Council Highways
Emergency Number Only - 08701 266060 
Gas Leak Emergency Number - 0800 111999
Police Non-Emergency Number - 101
N.H.S. Advice Number - 111

Surrey County Council
contact.centre@surreycc.gov.uk - 03456 009 009

REPORTING POTHOLES:
You can report potholes and damaged pavements at:
www.surreycc.gov.uk/highways

GENERAL:
Living at Home Scheme
Banstead.liveathome@mha.org.uk

Local Medical Centres:
Heathcote Medical Centre, Heathcote, Tadworth
01737 360202 
Tadworth Medical Centre, 1 Troy Close, Tadworth 
01737 303217

Local Chemists:
Jubichem, 16 Shelvers Hill, Tadworth
01737 813131
Day Lewis Pharmacy, 20 Cross Road, Tadworth
01737 813130 
Walton Pharmacy, 12 Walton St., Walton on the Hill
0844 288 0300 
Day Lewis, 1 Tattenham Crescent, Epsom
01737 355260
Downs Chemist, 33 Tattenham Crescent, Epsom
01737 354714

JOINT ENFORCEMENT TEAM:
To report abandoned vehicles, anti-social behaviour, fly 
tipping, graffiti, litter, dog fouling etc. please contact the 
Joint Enforcement Team (JET) on line at 
www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/report 
or telephone 01737 276300.



6#TadworthWalton

WHO DO YOU CALL?
Much time can be, and is wasted looking for the right person to consult 
about an issue; eg a pothole or a pavement drain that needs clearing, 
etc. Often these end up in front of a local Councillor who then has the 
task of forwarding them to the appropriate person within the Council.

As an additional service to our members we are adding to our 
website, details of contacts within R&BBC that you may require in any 
of these events. Also, helpful notes on the role of a Councillor.

Go to www.tadworthwaltonra.co.uk to see more.

M25 JUNCTION 8 (REIGATE)
ROADWORKS

Major re-constructive roadworks on the roundabout at 
Junction 8 will begin in January 2020. These will have a 

significant impact on local traffic flow. They are likely to last 
for the best part of a year. 

For full details, see the TWRA website.

UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS
TADWORTH + WALTON CLEAN-UP
Sunday 27 October, 10.00am
Tadworth, The Avenue station exit.
Walton, tree by the pond.
WALTON FORUM MEETING
Tuesday 12 November, 8.00pm
Breech Lane Community Centre, Walton
TADWORTH ART GROUP EXHIBITION
15-17 November, evenings
St John’s Church, Tadworth
CHARITY DISCO
Saturday 16 November, 7.30pm
Riddell Hall, Walton
CAROLS IN THE WOODLAND
Saturday 14 December, 4.00pm
Jubilee Woodland, Tadworth

This has been a really good year for our Jubilee Woodland. 
Early in 2019, we learned of Government Grants for ‘Pocket 
Parks’ and, with the help of David Watts of the Council’s 
Green Spaces Team, we put in a speedy application for more 

play equipment. In February we received the good news that we had 
been granted around £10,000 and so started planning what sort of 
improvements we could make. After looking at company brochures and 
getting quotations, we decided on Fenland  Leisure. This company 
provided the range of play equipment we thought would be popular 
and still fit in with the natural environment. The work was done over a 
few days in August and both we and the young users are delighted 
with the results. 

However, there was also a very sad occasion when, in December of 
last year, as described in the last newsletter, we learned of the sudden 
death of Janet Hill, a much loved Council employee, who did much for 
Tadworth and Walton including the setting up of the Woodland. In her 
memory, her friends at the Council have provided a new seat and the 
Jubilee Woodland volunteers will be planting a native cherry tree in the 
winter planting season.

On Sunday, 15th September we had a very successful celebration 
when the Mayor and Mayoress officially unveiled Janet’s seat and 

opened the improved play area. Councillor Rachel Turner officiated and 
Vic Broad, former councillor and chairman of the Jubilee Woodland 
Management Committee and Simon Bland of the Council each said a 
few words. The Chalet Bakery was thanked for making a special cake 
for the occasion and David Watts and the Council for all their assistance.

We estimate that about 200 people attended. The sun shone, the 
play equipment was well used and the cake much enjoyed. 

Turning to the future, we have been given an additional grant and 
will be reporting on further developments in our Spring issue.

The annual Carol Singing event will take place on Saturday 14th 
December. Lets hope the weather will be kinder than last year.

We would like to hear from you if you have any ideas for new 
facilities – more wooden mushrooms and ‘fairy doors’ have been 
suggested. We are also looking for volunteers as the original workers 
are not getting any younger, so please let us know if you can spare a 
couple of hours a month. It is always amazing to see how the park 
changes from week to week. Wigwams of dead branches appear and 
then mysteriously move to another tree, paths lined with branches 
emerge and then vanish, and colourful painted stones multiply and are 
ingeniously hidden. Apart from our efforts to increase wild life, the 
children make it a living space.

Jubilee Woodland Gains Grants By Gillian Hein


