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O
ne hundred years since the outbreak of the First World 

War and the Woodland Trust is marking the anniversary 

with one of its most ambitious planting projects. 

Those who made sacrifices in World War One did so 

to secure a brighter future for the next generation. The Trust is saying 

thank you by planting more than a million trees in four First World 

War Centenary Woods across the UK, creating beautiful life-giving 

places for the next generation. We are extremely fortunate to have 

one of those woods in our vicinity; at Langley Vale Wood.

On Wednesday 24th June HRH The Princess Royal visited the 

Centenary Wood to officially name it ‘Langley Vale Wood’. It was a 

day that celebrated the rich history of the site through recreating the 

sights and sounds of First World War Epsom.

The 10th Essex Regiment Living History group created vignettes of 

life on a First World War training camp (including bayonet and gas 

training), while a re-enactment of horse logging and charcoal making 

was given in nearby woodland. A fly past from the Great War Display 

Team was also featured in the celebrations.

The local Ahmadiyya Muslim Youth Association and The Vale 

primary school children attended to talk about the 10,000 trees they 

helped plant on site to kick-start its transformation into a beautiful 

place for remembrance.

Also in June, the Woodland Trust held an exhibition in Langley Vale 

Community Hall to show their ongoing work on this project and also 

to display maps detailing the proposed parking facilities. Simon 

Bateman, The Project Manager wishes to thank those local residents 

who came along to the public consultation event and especially those 

who left feedback on the plans. Bateman said that the local support 

for the project has been overwhelming for which the Trust is 

incredibly thankful.

 Unfortunately, further planting has recently been delayed as the 

Forestry Commission is now asking for a full Environmental Impact 

Assessment across the entire project. This coincides with a further 

statutory process of the requirement of an Environmental Statement 

with the Planning Application for the car park and path works. 

Meanwhile, the Trust is planning to carry out alternative community 

engagement activities.

We will promote all further development on the TWRA website and 

on village notice boards.

The Woodland Trust offers many volunteering and donation 

opportunities, not just for tree planting but also other activities e.g. 

carrying out nature surveys. There is much more information on their 

website - www.woodlandtrust.org.uk

Woodland TrusT CenTenary Wood ProjeCT

“… saying thank you by planting 
more than a million trees, 
creating beautiful life-giving 
places for the next generation.”
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T
reasurer Robin Parr-Davies presented 

the 2015 half-year financial results to 

the Committee at their July meeting. 

A loss of £1,762 was recorded 

against a 2014 full year loss of £5,459. Both 

losses were largely attributable to the legal 

costs associated with the action the TWRA had 

taken with regard to Walton Heath Golf Club’s 

eventual successful deregistration of Beechams 

Field as common land. This had been fully 

explained to members at the February EGM 

and subsequently at the AGM in May. Your 

Committee does not expect any further costs 

from this particular action.

Our full year subscription income is forecast 

to be slightly up on 2014 with about a third 

coming from Standing Orders, which is very 

welcome as it helps our hard pressed Road 

Stewards tremendously. We have received a 

substantial donation from Mike Gosling, in his 

County Council capacity, and this money, 

together with part of our Pfizer grant, is 

earmarked for our Tadworth Tree Verge 

renewal program. 

A further tranche of the Pfizer grant was 

transferred to the Walton Forum as a 

contribution to their project to replace the Bus 

Shelter in the center of the village. Two 

further donations were received specifically 

for the Jubilee Wood. We are very grateful for 

all of these donations and will continue to 

make best use of the money.

In summary, in our 2015 first-half results, if 

we were to exclude our legal planning costs 

on the one hand and the donations/grants on 

the other we can show a surplus of £1,927, 

which is a start towards rebuilding our 

reserves against any future actions that we 

may need to take in support of our two 

communities of Walton and Tadworth.

WORDS FROM THE CHAIRMAN
TWRA Chairman Clive Elcome reminds 
us of its environmental responsibilities. 

I 
was recently prompted to emphatically reinforce what the TWRA 

Committee actually stands for, does and how we do it! I thought 

it well worth repeating here.

The principal goal of the TWRA is to preserve, to the best of 

our ability, the quality of our local environment. We endeavour 

to achieve this by guiding and influencing decisions regarding 

planning, provision of amenities, parking, public transport, etc. 

We bring this about through a close working relationship with 

Reigate and Banstead Borough Council and in particular our local 

Councillors who attend our monthly Committee meetings, as does 

our Surrey County Councillor.

What does all that mean for you? Well, see us as your ‘insurance 

policy’ if you like. Come the day you have for example, a planning 

issue on your doorstep; you can rely on helpful advice from a team 

with years of experience and expertise between them… freely given. 

Our story doesn’t end there. We initiate and help with a variety of 

schemes utilising our resources to improve local amenities. In this 

Newsletter for example, you will read about our street tree-planting 

scheme, and of progress at the Jubilee Woodland.

Plus the TWRA manages a website and bi-annual Newsletter 

keeping everyone up to date with recent activities.

Not too bad for £5 a year is it?! As ever, our thanks go to 

Councillors Turner, Broad and Gosling for their time and contributions 

to our deliberations.

2015 TWra Half year Financial review

MICHAEL EVERETT & CO.
Estate Agents • New Homes & Land Property Lettings & Management

61, Walton Street, Walton-on-the-Hill, Surrey, KT20 7RZ
Tel: 01737 814877 Fax: 01737 814860 email: walton@michael-everett.co.uk www.michael-everett.co.uk
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RECENT DECISIONS
Chinthurst
Following the submission of a planning application for a new education 

block and four dwellings fronting onto The Avenue, the School has 

recently sent in amended plans and changed the description of the 

development. As the scheme remains basically the same, we are 

continuing to express our concerns which include the design of the new 

dwellings, parking and traffic implications, and unsatisfactory access into 

the site.

McCarthy and Stone
Following the Council’s refusal of an application for 30 retirement units 

at 45–51 The Avenue, the company submitted a further application for 

the same number of units but with minor modifications to the proposed 

building. We objected on the same grounds as previously, namely harm 

to the character of the area, impact on neighbours and traffic/parking 

implications. The Council has now refused the application. The reasons 

are that the proposal fails to provide an agreed contribution to 

affordable housing and, because of its poor design, would be harmful to 

the character and appearance of the area.

The Council has also refused a couple of other significant applications 

which we objected to. The first was for the demolition of Tattenham 

Lodge at 28 The Avenue and the construction of four new dwellings. 

The second was for the demolition of Green Corner, Dorking Road, 

adjacent to the former Royal Phoenix restaurant. This application 

involved the construction of 3 replacement dwellings.  It would appear 

that work has now started on the site of the Royal Phoenix where 

planning permission was given for a block of flats on the footprint of the 

restaurant a few years ago.

Sainsbury’s Appeal
An informal hearing was held on 17th September following an appeal 

by Sainsbury against the refusal for a store on the former Citigate site in 

The Avenue. Evidence was given by the traders, local residents and 

ourselves and in all about 50 residents attended and gave support. We 

feel we made a good case but will have to wait to see if the Inspector 

agreed with our objections which were mainly on the impact on the 

‘vitality and viability’ of the centre, parking and  traffic issues. 

Thank you to everyone who attended. We anticipate we should get a 

decision within a couple of months. We are very grateful to our MP, 

Crispin Blunt who attended and also spoke against the proposal.

Reigate and Banstead’s Development Management Plan 

(DMP)

As mentioned in our spring newsletter, the Council will be consulting on 

its draft DMP this autumn. We hope to arrange a public meeting when 

the council officers will outline the proposals. This document will update 

the 2005 local plan policies, will include revisions to the Green Belt 

boundary and will identify sites for development. It is an important 

document in that its policies and proposals will affect future 

development in our area

Trees in Tadworth

Negotiations are continuing with Surrey County Council about where 

we can provide replacement trees and how much we will have to pay 

per tree. We hope to plant 20-30 trees, mainly in Shelvers Way but with 

some also in Tadorne Road and some in Kingswood Road.

We will be finalising the locations with the Council this autumn and 

will then visit the nearest dwellings to see if the residents are happy to 

have a new tree outside their house, perhaps provide a choice of tree 

and also see if they will be prepared to water if there is a dry spell.

Our thanks go to Pfizer and Councillor Mike Gosling for giving us 

grants. A number of residents have already offered to make a 

contribution but if anyone else would like  to make a donation to the 

tree fund please contact our treasurer, Robin Parr-Davies at -

robin@parr-davies.com

Unfortunately even if you give a donation we cannot guarantee a 

tree will be planted near to you, the priorities will be long empty verges 

on the three roads selected, taking into account services, sight lines and 

proximity to trees on private land. 

Please help us to regreen Tadworth for future generations. We 

anticipate that this will be an ongoing programme.

Update on the Tadworth Neighbourhood Plan

The promoters of the Tadworth Forum submitted an application from 

March 2015 and the Council carried out a public consultation in March 

to May. The officers then reported to the Council’s Executive in June. 

Although supporting the principle of a Neighbourhood Forum for 

Tadworth, the Executive refused the application for the designation of 

the Tadworth Forum and for this reason could not determine the 

application for the designation of a Neighbourhood Area. It 

recommended that further information be provided but we understand 

agreement has yet to be reached between the two parties.

A number of meetings were held by the Forum to discuss local issues 

with members of the TWRA committee attended. 

Parking

Councillor Gosling has indicated that Surrey County Council will be 

consulting on possible changes to on-street parking controls, mainly in 

The Avenue and Kingswood Road. We have made some initial 

suggestions. Although there are major problems of congestion, due 

mainly to commuter parking, extended controls will push the parking 

out into areas which currently do not suffer from problems of on-street 

parking, so it is a difficult to reach the right balance.

Details of the consultation will be on our website and we will also 

email members when the information is available.

Gillian Hein

Tadworth Planning
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With its cute pond, village green, and pretty houses it’s no wonder so 

many people want to live in Walton on the Hill. Combined with Walton 

News, Cadeaux, For You, the bike shop, the café, our restaurants and all 

the services in Walton we have a thriving little village that’s pretty rare 

within the M25.

Our residents are quick to get involved in events and improvements 

– illustrated by our packed Village Forum meetings and the long-

standing May Pageant Committee, to the smaller things like Debbie and 

Lin’s planting at the entrance to the village and giving the noticeboards 

an overhaul.

 All these positive aspects though also have a downside with the 

constant pressure for development because so many people want to live 

here. Some of this is good of course – a strong population keeps the 

school roll up and brings customers to our shops and restaurants, keeps 

the bus service going and generally brings life to the village. But where 

it threatens the character of the village your Residents’ Association 

speaks out.

This is something of a continual process in Walton with recent notable 

examples of applications in Meadow Walk, Nursery Road, large houses 

in and around Heath Drive and flats recently granted permission on the 

site of Lavington. Here the special character of the south of the village 

– low-density housing with generous gardens – has been seen by many 

to be under threat.

 In taking over from Ken Chivers over the summer I’ve been struck by 

such plans for developments and dismayed where planning permission 

has been granted. This isn’t the fault of Reigate & Banstead Borough 

Council – indeed our ward councillors Vic Broad and Rachel Turner have 

been incredibly supportive in supporting your RA and protecting the 

village from inappropriate development. It’s the national legislation that 

tips the balance towards more development and can’t always distinguish 

between good and bad.

Little Ambrook

The applicants have appealed following the Council’s refusal of an 

application for three additional dwellings in the garden of Little 

Ambrook, Nursery Road. The appeal is to be dealt with through ‘written 

representations’ and we, together with local residents, have sent in 

comments in response to the appellants’ planning statement.

 RESPONDINg TO PLANNINg APPLICATIONS
Responses to planning applications from the Residents’ Association – 

but importantly from ordinary residents too - has helped smooth the 

edges of many a planning application. This has helped maintain high 

standards in the village, from which we all benefit.

 So if you see a yellow laminated A4 sheet tied to a lamppost or hear 

about a development you don’t like – or even that you do like – please 

do get your voice heard by sending in a comment on the council 

website. It’s now extremely easy to add your comments to applications 

and it can have a significant impact on the future of our village that so 

many of us love.

Enforcement
We have requested the Council to investigate a number of possible 

enforcement cases where we consider unauthorised works have been 

carried out.

If there is an application near you which causes concern, please let us 

know. We try to visit most sites where we think there is a problem but 

you may be out, so please let us know your views.

“… cute pond and village green…”

Walton Planning
Alanna Coombes

UsefUl ContaCt Details

TWRA CommiTTee:
Clive elcome - Chairman
clive.elcome@ukgateway.net
01737 813110

Gillian Hein - Vice-Chairman
gilllian.hein@virginmedia.com
01737 344206

Robin Parr-Davies - Treasurer
robin@parr-davies.com     

Gillian Bockmeulen - Secretary
gbockmeulen@hotmail.com
01737 814989

Ann Liddle - Walton Area Steward
01737 819959

LoCAL CounCiLLoRs:
michael Gosling, Surrey County Councillor   
michael.gosling@surreycc.gov.uk

Rachel Turner, Borough Councillor
cllr.turner@reigate-banstead.gov.uk

Vic Broad, Borough Councillor
cllr.broad@reigate-banstead.gov.uk

James Clarke, Borough Councillor
cllr.clarke@reigate-banstead.gov.uk

Crispin Blunt, m.P.
Westminster Office: 0207 219 2254      
crispinblunt@parliament.uk
Constituency Office: 01737 222756      
Skinner House, 38-40 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7BA
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juBIlee Woodland
By Jill  Bockmeulen

I
t is pleasing to see more and more people visiting the Jubilee 

Woodland and children enjoying the play area. Play and school 

groups continue to use the woodland for educational purposes 

as well as play activities. In the Spring the area next to the pond 

was prepared and Councillor Broad planted seeds which produced 

a beautiful meadow of cornflowers in June and July. Marginal 

plants have been added around the pond which is now starting to 

attract insects, frogs and newts. In the coming months work will 

continue on the rear section of the wood, dead trees, laurel and 

brambles will be removed and new native species of trees, rowans 

and wild cherry will be planted. Trees will also be planted along the 

fence which separates the wood from the new housing 

development to provide some screening.

Please note that our very successful Carols in the Woodland 

event will take place on the afternoon of Saturday 19th December 

at 4.00pm, but please see the TWRA website and on-site notice 

boards for further details. Refreshments will be served and any 

donations received will be split between the Choir of the Good 

Shepherd and the Jubilee Woodland Fund which contributes 

towards bulbs, trees etc. This is always an enjoyable event so please 

join us. You will be most welcome.

Finally, volunteers are continually needed for our various working 

parties. We have arranged volunteer mornings on Sunday 15th 

November and Saturday 28th November starting at 10.30am. 

Additional dates will be posted on the Jubilee Woodland notice 

board. If you wish to contact us, please use our email address - 

Jubilee_woodland@yahoo.com.

We hope that you continue to enjoy the Jubilee Woodland.

UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS

suRRey HiLLs ARTisTs exHiBiTion
12-15 october
Denbies

QuesTion Time 
ReiGATe & BAnsTeAD ConseRVATiVes
7.00pm 16 october
Lord Riddell Hall
(Wine & cheese included, all welcome)

JoHn TReVoR WiLLiAms 
memoRiAL seRViCe
2.00pm, 28 october
st John’s Church Hall

sT PeTeR’s CHuRCH CHRisTmAs 
CRAfT mARkeT
10.00am-4.30pm 21 november
Lord Riddell Hall
(To be opened by Walton may Queen, tables 
available for £20, £1 entry fee, children free)

TADWoRTH ART GRouP
20-22 november
st John’s Church Hall

AVoiDinG CyBeRCRime
Details soon to be announced
speaker to be Deputy Police Commissioner 
Jeff Harris
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I
n Walton, the May Pageant was once again a great success 

attracting many visitors and raising a great deal of money for the 

various charities it supports. The main ones this year being The 

Royal Marsden Hospital in Sutton, Jigsaw4U, and our local St 

Peter’s Church.

Since then, our summer has been brightened by the beautiful 

hanging baskets displayed by the shops in the high street as part of 

the ‘Walton in Bloom’ initiative and the tubs and baskets placed by 

the pond and the green by the council, all of which have made up 

for the weather.

The most dramatic change in the village over the summer has 

been the re-opening of the Blue Ball in August which attracted a lot 

of attention and visitors.

The most recent change in the high street is the installation – 

finally – of the new bus shelter near the pond. Not a moment too 

soon, as the old one had become very dilapidated and a danger to 

taller members of the community!

We still continue to hope and plan for the return of swans to the 

pond which is beginning to refill after receding quite a long way 

over the summer.

Top 10 Tips To prevenT Cyber-Crime
1. Treat all unsolicited emails with caution.

2. Don’t assume just because an email is from a friend or 

colleague that it is safe – if the language or subject matter 

seems odd, their account may have been compromised.

3. Be extremely ware of email attachments and links in 

emails, no matter how tempting they might be.

4. Make sure you run anti-virus software downloaded 

from a reputable source – some malicious software 

masquerades as anti-virus software.

5. Always download the latest software, anti-virus and 

operating system updates when prompted.

6. Don’t reveal personal information on social networking 

sites or by email.

7. Choose strong passwords and don’t tell anybody what 

they are – strong passwords don’t necessarily have to be 

hard to remember.

8. Government agencies, banks and other large 

organisations will never request personal information 

such as your PIN or bank details via email. If this 

information is being requested, it’s a scam.

9. Microsoft/Apple will never unexpectedly phone you 

about problems with your computer. If you receive a call 

like this, hang up.

10. Remember your smartphone/tablet is also a target for 

viruses and spyware and the advice above applies equally 

for these devices.

Actionfraud - 0300 1232040

further advice - www.getsafeonline.org

NEWS IN WALTON ON THE HILL
Martin Stringfellow, Chairman of 
the Walton Forum informs us of 
developments in the village.

SWANS BACK 
ON MERE POND?

Following difficulties with bringing in swans 

from other lakes, it has been suggested that 

an island in Walton’s Mere Pond may make 

it more attractive to swans flying over the 

area. Councillor Vic Broad is investigating 

this idea further.

We thank him and wish him every success 

as the pond is just not the same without the 

swans. Perhaps an island may be the answer.

In the mean time, the low water level is a 

worry and may be a further deterrent. Please 

contact us through the TWRA website - 

www.tadworthwaltonra.co.uk - if you have 

any thoughts on a solution.


