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Tadworth & Walton Residents’ Association

As you will be aware, our campaign opposing the 
deregistration by Walton Heath Golf Club of Beechams’ 
Field as common land, has been a major focus for us for 
well over a year. Following the adverse result of the Public 

Inquiry held in May 2014, we were pleased to win the right to a Judicial 
Review, which was heard at the High Court before Justice Holgate on 
March 4th. Sadly, the decision went against us. When we have details 
of the ruling we will publish them on our website. This decision 
necessarily brings to a close our campaign. While the issue has cost the 
TWRA in terms of manpower and finance, we believe that you will 
agree that preservation of the Field as a recreational area for use by our 
Community for this generation and those to follow, has been a cause 
well worth fighting for. 

We thank all our supporters who contributed time and effort over 
these many months; we simply wish the result could have been different. 
Hopefully we can now begin to establish a better working relationship 
with the Club. Together with other members of the Federation of 
Resident Associations, we will be meeting with Mr John Jury, Chief 
Executive of R&B Borough Council, in an effort to ensure that the 
circumstances that led to this scenario will not be repeated in the future.

To clear a possible point of confusion: you may well have heard of a 
newly established body, the Tadworth Forum. This is an initiative by 
Mrs Deirdre Walkling as the first step towards devising a Village/
Neighbourhood Plan for Tadworth and to work for the general interests 
of the local community. While it has no direct connection with TWRA, 
we have offered our limited resources to lend help where we can in the 
future, and we wish them success.

Collection of subs remains a major issue for us as our team of loyal 
Road Stewards dwindles in number. If you have not already signed up 
to pay by Standing Order, do please give it consideration. It makes life 
so much simpler for you and us. Call any one of us and we’ll send you 
the necessary form… it takes only minutes! Alternatively, send a 
cheque to Robin Parr-Davies (Treasurer) at 21 Greenways, Walton on 
the Hill, KT20 7QE.

Finally, as ever, our thanks to local Councillors Turner, Broad, Gosling 
and Vivona who have continued to give their time in order to attend 
our Committee meetings. We greatly value their input.

We look forward to seeing you at our AGM on Tuesday May 26th at 
the Riddell Hall to begin at 7.30pm. We will also have a stand at the 
Walton May Pageant on May 16th.

CLIVE ELCOME WELCOMES YOU TO THE TWRA SPRING 2015 
NEWSLETTER AND ROUNDS UP CURRENT ACTIVITIES

A view of the Beechams’ Field exchange land

 Beechams’ Field
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Our accounts for the year ending 
31st December 2014 recorded a 
higher level of costs than income 
of £5,459. We had sufficient 

reserves available to more than cover the 
deficit, which was principally due to the £7,550 
we have incurred in the year representing our 
members at the Public Enquiry into Walton 
Heath Golf Clubs objective to de-register 
Beechams’ Field, together with the subsequent 
Judicial Review into the Inspectors decision in 
favour of WHGC. 

Our subscription income in 2014 was 
£5,050, 53% up on the previous year, this is 
mainly due to the increase in annual 
subscription to £5 per household. We have 
been reasonably successful in introducing 
Standing Orders for subscriptions with over a 
third of members now having chosen that 
method of payment.  We are very hopeful 
that through 2015 many more members will 
choose to pay their subscriptions by Standing 
Order as it makes the job of our hard-pressed 
Road Stewards so much easier. 

The residents’ association is once again 
grateful to Pfizer for their 2014 financial 
donations towards the Tadworth and Walton 
on the Hill villages, and we are well on track 
to fulfil some projects this year with monies 
earmarked as a contribution to the Walton 
Forum for a replacement Bus Shelter and for 
a number of trees planted in the grass 
verges in and around Tadworth, amongst 
other things. 

My thanks once again to Chris Jenkins for 
examining and signing off our accounts.

The Banstead and District 
Federation of Residents’ 
Associations
by Gillian Hein

The Federation has been very active in the last year. Speakers 
have included Mike Fox who spoke on data bank links 
between Neighbourhood Watch and TWRA, and Sutton and 

East Surrey Water who explained their 5 year business plan. More 
recently responses has been submitted to Reigate and Banstead 
Council on their Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and the 
Development Management Plan consultations.

Those attending find the Federation a useful forum for exchanging 
views on current issues affecting the northern part of the Borough. 

Trish Canham was re-elected chairman at the January AGM.

Police Update
by Paul Waller

Reigate and Banstead have appointed a new Neighbourhood 
Commander Angie Austin. We were told that she has a keen 
interest in Neighbourhood watch and will keep you updated 

on this. We have seen the following hashtag being used for her - 
#InspAustin for those of you that are Twitter users.

At the time of writing there wasn’t a next meeting date on the 
Reigate and Banstead police website.

Jeff Harris, the Deputy Chief Commissioner will be speaking at 
the TWRA  AGM on May 26th about cybercrime. Although Surrey 
generally has a low crime rate, there are concerns at the increasing 
rate of cyber crime. Please come and learn all about this growing 
problem and what we can do to try and avoid becoming victims.

2014 TWRA Financial Review By Robin Parr-Davies

MICHAEL EVERETT & CO.
Estate Agents • New Homes & Land Property Lettings & Management

61, Walton Street, Walton-on-the-Hill, Surrey, KT20 7RZ

Tel: 01737 814877 Fax: 01737 814860 email: walton@michael-everett.co.uk www.michael-everett.co.uk

Springtime in our villages
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Sainsbury’s Appeal
We had hoped that Sainsbury would not be appealing the Council’s 
decision to refuse its application for a store in the former Citigate 
premises, The Avenue. However, the firm has now appealed and the 
case will be considered through written representations rather than 
through a public inquiry or informal hearing. We have written to the 
Planning Inspectorate requesting that the matter be dealt with through 
the ‘informal hearing’ procedure as this will give us more time to 
prepare and present our case. However, we have recently been informed 
that our request has been unsuccessful.

 We have submitted more detailed evidence to meet the Planning 
Inspectorate’s deadline of 3rd April and our response can be viewed on 
our web site. All those who made representations to the Council have 
been informed of the appeal and given the opportunity to modify or 
elaborate on their previous observations, although the Council will have 
already forwarded all earlier correspondence.

 We had requested that the Council update its retail capacity data, 
which is very out of date and in any event is not relevant to the 
Tadworth situation, but it unfortunately has refused to do this.

McCarthy and Stone
The Council has refused an application for a sheltered housing scheme 
on the sites of 45 - 51, The Avenue on grounds of scale, massing and 
out of character with the area. To date there has been no appeal.

Development at Chinthurst
Chinthurst School has recently submitted an application for a new 
preprep and nursery school plus four dwellings on The Avenue frontage. 
We have listened to the concerns of local residents and will be writing to 
the Council particularly on the poor access and parking arrangements. 

Other issues
There has been yet another application for a dwelling to the rear of 
Crewe Court, Lywood Close, following several refusals including the loss 
of an appeal. The latest plan shows a reduced building height but 
despite concerns at the poor access and scale of the development, this 
latest scheme has now been approved.

We have also objected to a large extension to a property in Chapel 
Road which would result in loss of privacy to a neighbouring dwelling, 
an application to fell mature oaks off Fleetwood Close and an over-large 
extension in Vernon Walk and an extension for flatted accommodation 
at the former Gemini restaurant. None of these has yet  been considered 
by the Council.

Otherwise we considered that most of the applications we have 
looked at over the last six months in Tadworth have been fine, with little 
impact on the neighbours.

 If there is an application near you which harms your property, please 
let us know. We try to visit most sites where we think there is a problem 
but you may be out, so please let us know your views.

Reigate and Banstead’s Development Management 
Plan (DMP)
Following the adoption of the Council’s Core Strategy, now called Part 1 
of the new Local Plan, the planning officers are starting work on the 
Development Management Plan, which will form Part 2 of the Local Plan.

Community groups have been asked to provide information on the 
major planning problems in our areas and also indicate any deficiencies 
or omissions from the detailed policies in the 2005 Local Plan. The new 
document will expand on the principles set out in the Core Strategy. It 
will update the 2005 plan policies, but will also include revisions to the 
Green Belt boundary and identify sites for development.

We have responded in some detail as we consider it is necessary to 
provide views at this stage. The Council will be producing a draft Plan 
for consultation in the autumn and, when it is published, we intend to 
hold a public meeting. We anticipate  that council officers will be 
present to explain the Plan and give residents the opportunity to ask 
questions. The proposals in the DMP are important as they will form the 
basis for determining planning applications in future.

More information is available on the Council’s web site. 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
The Council has consulted us on a preliminary charging schedule and 
how it proposes to operate the new CIL system. This is a new charge on 
development and will largely replace the existing system of Section 106 

Agreements whereby developers make 
contributions towards services and 
infrastructure such as highways, schools 
and libraries. 

There will be further consultation and a 
possible public inquiry in due course.

Working with Pfizer
Pfizer has continued their mentoring service 
with several local charities / organisations 
including ourselves. We have now received 
advice on a number of issues but it will take 
time to assimilate the information and 
make changes to the way we operate. One 
thing is clear – we will have to adapt to 
modern technology and improve our 
methods of communicating with the 
community as a whole.

Please help us to re-green 
Tadworth for  future generations. 

Former Citigate premises in Tadworth

Gillian Hein

Tadworth Planning
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Last year Pfizer gave £2,500 to both Tadworth 
and Walton. Walton, through the Walton 
Forum, is spending its allocation on a new bus 
shelter on Walton Street and Tadworth is 
spending its on new street trees. (Please see the 
separate item on this.) 

This year the Walton Forum and TWRA have 
each received a further £2,500 so we are looking 
for suggestions for Tadworth. Options include 
providing more trees, more seats or other street 
furniture, or receiving bids from local 
organisations for improvements to buildings or 
facilities.  Please give us your views.

Once again, we are very grateful to Pfizers for 
their advice and also the valuable donations.

Trees in Tadworth
As many of you will have noticed, the number of 
trees in Tadworth’s grass verges is diminishing 
over the years because Surrey County Council  
does not have the finances to provide 
replacements. This is harming the character of our streets, especially as 
many front gardens are being paved over to provide more off-street 
parking.. Apart from the visual and psychological benefits of living in a 
green and leafy environment, trees reduce air pollution, provide shade 
and improve biodiversity. 

We have now been in discussion with Surrey County Council which, 
with the support of local County Councillors, has a policy of allowing 
communities to pay £285 plus VAT per street tree. It will agree locations, 
organise the planting and provide after care.

We have a grant from Pfizer for the year 2014/15 and this, together 
with our Surrey Councillor’s, Mike Gosling’s, remaining Members 
allocation, will give enough money to start a replacement planting 
scheme. Mike has also generously indicated that he will donate his 
allocation for 2015/16. We hope to organise the planting for this 
autumn. Your committee considers that the priority street should be 
Shelvers Way followed by Tadorne Road and then Kingswood Road but 
we would like your views both on these locations and specific sites. No 
trees will be planted without the agreement of the nearest residents and 
we will also discuss the choice of trees.   

If anyone would like to pay for a tree or make a contribution towards  
a tree outside or near your house please let us know. The more the 
better - there are many gaps to fill!

Please help us to re-green Tadworth for future generations.

Applications
Since the last newsletter 6 months ago, around 60 planning applications 
have been reviewed.  Every planning application, whether it be for tree 
works or a large development such as Frith Park, is looked at in the first 
instance by the RA committee member responsible.

If any are deemed to require action these are raised at the Committee 
meeting and discussed by all present.  After discussion a vote is taken on 
whether to proceed with an objection or not and if required subsequent 
letters are drafted.

In cases where neighbours have expressed concerns we normally look 

to support these and advise them on valid planning issues.
Many planning applications are for pruning and/or the removal of 

trees.  These have been on the increase and where usually we leave 
these decision to the Council Tree Officer we are becoming more 
concerned over the larger number of removals being requested and 
have been raising our concerns to the Council.

There are also an increasing number of applications where demolition 
of one house and the erection of either a much larger house or a 
number of houses on the plot are being requested. This is especially 
occurring in the Hurst Drive, Wonford Close and Heath Drive areas.

Frith Park
The largest development to be proposed for Walton since Meade 
Court is the development of 37 dwellings at Frith Park. The T.W.R.A. 
and the residents of Sturts Lane have made numerous representations 
to Council, mainly about the poor access to this site, which will be 
along the very narrow Sturts Lane. There is an estimated and 
undisputed traffic flow increase of 300 residential car movements plus 
deliveries per day. An alternative access via Dorking Road (Pfizer 
roundabout) was suggested by us but was ruled not cost effective by 
the developers.  Developers do not care about long term impact on a 
locality, and the Council seems to be of the same mindset.

This means that all residents of Sturts Lane and Chequers Lane will 
suffer a large increase in traffic flow. Councillor Rachel Turner has 
supported us throughout the planning process. The vote of the 
planning committee was lost by two votes (seven for, five against and 
three abstentions). The matter had to be referred to the Secretary of 
State for the Environment as the Council have overturned its own 
planning policy by allowing this development in the Green Belt. Again 
we were unsuccessful with the Secretary of State’s office not calling it 
in, but referring the decision back to the Council. Despite requests 
from our Association no social or affordable housing was included in 
this scheme.

Walton Planning

Once again, we are very grateful 

to Pfizers for their advice and 

also the valuable donations.

Artist’s impression of the Frith Park development - but there is much concern over 
the increased traffic flow through  Sturts Lane and Chequers Lane.

Ken Chivers
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Volunteers continue working on the woodland and during 
the Summer and Autumn bulbs were planted including 
snowdrops, bluebells, wild garlic, cyclamen and winter 
aconites which we hope will bring Spring colour in the 

future. Additionally, more trees and whips have been planted along 
the fence which separates the woodland from the new housing 
development. In the Autumn The Horticultural Society planted a tree 
in memory of one of its members. 

Following last year’s successful ‘Carols in the Woodland” the Jubilee 
Woodland hosted another event attended by 150 people which also 
raised funds for the Choir of the Church of the Good Shepherd.

Work will continue to gradually clear the rear section of the 
woodland and we are planning to remove dead trees, clear the 
ground and plant snowdrops and bluebells in this area. Like all 
projects we would welcome help from new volunteers and dates and 
time will be advertised on the newly installed notice board. 

Our e-mail address for contact is: Jubilee_woodland@yahoo.com

JUBILEE WOODLAND By Jill Bockmeulen

MAY PAGEANT Howard’s Close, Walton Sat 16 May  2.00pm
TWRA AGM  Riddell Hall, Walton  Tues 26 May 7.30 pm
TADWORTH ART GROUP SUMMER EXHIBITION Peter Auberton Hall, Chipstead Fri 15 - Sun 17 May
SURREY HILLS ARTISTS SUMMER EXHIBITION Denbies, Dorking Mon 11 May - Sun 24 May

UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS
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Reigate & Banstead Borough Council has received its first full 
application from a local community to be allowed to prepare a 
Neighbourhood Development Plan.

The Tadworth Forum has applied to the Council to be designated 
as a Neighbourhood Forum, which would give it the powers to 
prepare a Neighbourhood Plan for the Tadworth Area. The Forum 
has also applied for land in Tadworth to be formally designated as 
the geographic area for which a future plan could be prepared.

The Council is undertaking public consultation on whether 
the Tadworth Forum should be formally designated, enabling it 
to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan, and that the identified Plan 
area is appropriate. Following this period of consultation, the 
Council will make a decision on whether to formally designate the 
Neighbourhood Area and Neighbourhood Forum for Tadworth.

Cath Rose, Planning Policy Team Leader said “The first step in the 
Neighbourhood Planning process is to identify the area for the Plan, 
and establish a neighbourhood forum that is open to all who live and 
work in that area.

The Council is inviting views from local residents in and around 
that Tadworth area about the applications from the Tadworth 
Forum.”

The applications can be viewed online at www.reigate-banstead.
gov.uk/TadworthNP. Comments must be submitted in writing or by 
email to the Council by 5pm on Tuesday 12 May.

The Residents’ Association will be submitting suggestions in 
response to this consultation.

NOTES ON THE APPLICATION

The applications from the Tadworth Forum 

for designation of a Neighbourhood Area and 

a Neighbourhood Forum are the first such 

applications that have been received by the Council.

Applying for designation is the first stage in the 

development of a Neighbourhood Development 

Plan.

Following close of consultation, the Council will 

consider the representations received and make a 

decision about whether to formally designate the 

neighbourhood forum and neighbourhood area.  

Neighbourhood Forums must:

• Be established for the express purpose of 

promoting or improving the social, economic 

and environmental wellbeing of the area

• Be open to all individuals who live, work or 

carry on business in the area, and elected 

councillors for those areas

• Be comprised of at least 21 members who live, 

work or are elected councillors for the area

• Have a written constitution.

Council receives application 
to prepare a Tadworth 
Neighbourhood Plan

FEEDING DUCKS ON THE VILLAGE POND
This summer, we would love to see more families using Walton’s village pond to feed the ducks; we 
would however offer some guidelines from the experts. It’s long been recognised that a bread-rich diet - 
particularly processed white bread - can cause wildfowl to become ill and, in some cases, deformed. Now 
conservationists are warning that undigested bread sinking and rotting can create wider havoc. The Canal 
and River Trust says that it can encourage bacteria and algae which can poison other species as well as 
attracting vermin.

Good advice is to feed them with frozen peas, lettuce or grapes cut in half, or any grains or vegetables cut 
into small pieces. For more information go to www.britishbirdlovers.co.uk or www.birding.about.com.


