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Tadworth & Walton Residents’ Association

A 
successful ‘clear up’ around the edges of the Mere Pond in 

Walton took place in February, with a view to making the 

pond more attractive to swans. The Council, with the active 

encouragement of Councillor Vic Broad, has prepared a list 

of tasks, including a new floating island, which it is hoped will attract 

passing birds. Unfortunately, it is no longer possible to secure swans 

from a local sanctuary - they have to arrive under their own steam, so 

we hope the new measures will be sufficiently enticing.

Earlier this year, thirty trees were planted in Tadworth, primarily in 

Shelvers Way but also along Tadorne Road and Kingswood Road. This 

was organised by the Residents Association as Surrey County Council 

no longer has sufficient finance in its Highways budget to cover the 

provision of replacement trees when the existing ones die.

We are very grateful to both Surrey County Councillor, Michael 

Gosling, and Pfizer for providing the majority of the necessary finance, 

with a top up from the TWRA. We also wish to thank Tim George 

who’s Brockham-based firm carried out the sourcing of the trees and 

the planting.

As there are still many gaps, stumps and dead trees along our roads, 

it is proposed to carry out some more planting in the autumn. 

Councillor Gosling and Pfizer will be giving us more grant aid, so again 

we thank them for their generosity. A few residents have also offered to 

make contributions. 

If anyone else would like to make a donation, we will obviously be 

very grateful; the more money we collect, the more trees we can plant. 

So, if you would like to help, please write a cheque made out to the 

Tadworth and Walton Residents’ Association, care of our treasurer 

Robin Parr-Davies, 21 Greenways, Walton on the Hill, KT20 7QE, 

indicating that it is for the tree fund.

Any suggestions on locations and types of tree are very welcome. 

We cannot promise to plant a particular tree in a specific location as it 

will depend on utilities, sight lines and the proximity to other trees, but 

we will do our best. We feel that, initially, priority should be given to 

through routes, rather than cul-de-sacs so that more people can 

benefit, but hopefully we will be able to extend the coverage. 

Finally, if you have had a tree planted near your house, it would be 

very helpful if you could water it in dry weather. Each tree has a tube 

down to the roots so it should not be too time consuming.

MERE POND RESTORATION & TADWORTH TREE PLANTING

Positive environmental developments in action  
around Walton on the Hill and Tadworth

Tadworth & Walton Residents’ Association A.G.M.
24 May 2016, 7.30pm - Chinthurst School Hall, Tadworth Street

 Plus speakers on ‘Threats to the Green Belt & ‘Recycling’ - All are very welcome!
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W
e saw a very encouraging 

28% increase in our 

subscription income to £6.5k 

in 2015. This is very 

welcome and we are very grateful to all our 

members for their continued support.

We remain financially healthy and have 

made a good start in repairing our Reserves 

after the expense of the Walton Heath/

Beechams Field Public Enquiry and 

subsequent Judicial Review. 2015 will be the 

last year in which costs from this particular 

issue will show in our accounts, but for the 

second year running we have recorded a loss 

of around £5.0k, being fully covered from 

our Reserves. 

Also encouraging is the fact that some 

35% of our subscription income came from 

Standing Orders which is such a great help 

and assistance to our hard pressed Road 

Stewards. However we are still short of Road 

Stewards in some parts of our area and if 

anyone would like to join us in that capacity 

please do make yourself known to one of our 

committee members. Our thanks go to Mike 

Fox who has literally revolutionized our 

member database, work on which continues 

in order for us to be as efficient as possible.

We are also grateful to Mike Gosling who, 

in his capacity as a Surrey County Councilor, 

made a substantial donation, which along with 

some Pfizer money and a top up donation 

from the TWRA, was spent on the Tadworth 

“verge tree planting” project. A further 

element of Pfizer money was transferred to 

the Walton Forum as a contribution towards 

the new Bus Shelter adjacent to the village 

pond. A donation from Councilor Vic Broad 

was used at the Jubilee Wood.

F
irstly, I would like to warmly invite you all to our forthcoming 

TWRA AGM. Thanks to a generous offer from Mr Tim Button, 

Headmaster, this will be held in the Main Hall of Chinthurst 

School on Tuesday 24th May beginning at 7.30pm. Speakers 

will include Tim Murphy, Chairman of CPRE Surrey, who will be 

speaking on ‘Threats to the Green Belt’, Mike Fox on the ‘Tadworth 

& Walton Overseas Aid Trust’ and a representative from Reigate and 

Banstead Council who will offer advice on ‘Recycling’.

Since our last Newsletter, we have been involved in activities beyond 

our usual remit including a programme of tree planting in Tadworth 

(see article on front page), and helping to organise and to participate in 

the ‘Clean for the Queen’ exercise.

Sadly for us, our President, Dr Simon Carpenter, decided at the end 

of last year to move away from Walton to pastures new in the South 

West. We are enormously grateful to Simon for the time he devoted 

to our Association over many years. We all wish him and his wife 

Anne well in their new venture. Currently the Presidency is held open 

pending a fresh appointment.

We welcome Patricia Brookwick to our Committee, and bid a 

temporary farewell to Paul Waller who is leaving the UK to spend two 

years in the States with his family. We anticipate that Karen Russell will 

be joining our Committee at our next meeting in March.

Whilst we have recently recruited new Road Stewards in Tadworth, 

we still have a shortfall and therefore some roads are not covered. 

These are listed in a separate box elsewhere in this Newsletter. As a 

consequence, we have to advise that unless volunteers step forward 

for these roads, regrettably this will probably be the last occasion when 

residents will receive newsletters through their letterbox and be able 

to manually pay the annual TWRA subscription. It will be possible to 

remain a member by setting up a standing order and providing an email 

address for the newsletters and other electronic communications.

If you are willing to take on the role of Road Steward or wish to set 

up a standing order, please let Jill Bockmeulen know at -

gbockmeulen@hotmail.com.

As usual, our thanks go to Councillors Turner, Broad and Gosling for 

their time and contributions to our deliberations.

Financial Report Spring 2016

A Few Words from the TWRA Chairman

MICHAEL EVERETT & CO.
Estate Agents • New Homes & Land Property Lettings & Management

61, Walton Street, Walton-on-the-Hill, Surrey, KT20 7RZ
Tel: 01737 814877 Fax: 01737 814860 email: walton@michael-everett.co.uk www.michael-everett.co.uk

By Robin Parr-Davies

Clive Elcome keeps us up to date with TWRA business and events.
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RECENT PLANNING DECISIONS
Sainsbury
At the time of our last newsletter, we were awaiting the results of the 

Sainsbury appeal on the Citigate site in The Avenue. As most people will 

know, the Inspector found in favour of Sainsbury and granted planning 

permission, concluding that it was unlikely that there would be an 

adverse impact on the nearby shops.

Since then Sainsbury has decided not to proceed with the proposed 

store on the grounds that the condition requiring trading to stop at 

9.00pm rather than 10.00pm was unacceptable, (this was despite the 

fact that it had been raised at the Hearing). 

At the time of writing, the premises have been let but we are not in a 

position to give details.

Chinthurst
The Council has not yet determined the application for a new 

educational building and four new houses fronting onto The Avenue. 

There has been no information on why it is taking the Council so long to 

reach a decision.

Shelvers Way
There has been considerable opposition to an application for back-land 

development in the form of six new dwellings, involving the demolition 

of the first property to the left on Shelvers Way when entering from the 

A217. We share local concerns about the proximity of the new access to 

the A217 with associated safety hazards.

‘Green Corner’, Dorking Rd
We, together with local residents supported the Council at a recent 

Hearing into the refusal of planning permission for three new dwellings 

on the ‘Green Corner’ site.

Our concerns mainly related to harm to the character of the area and 

loss of amenity to residents whose properties back onto the site. The 

Inspector‘s decision is not yet available.

To date, no appeals have been submitted following the refusal of 

planning permission for the McCarthy and Stone  retirement apartments 

complex at 45 - 51 The Avenue and demolition of the house at 28, The 

Avenue and construction of four  new dwellings.

Little Ambrook, Nursery Road
Although there are continuing development pressures in the 

Conservation Area and Residential Area of Special Character in Walton, 

it was a big relief to learn that a Planning Inspector has dismissed an 

appeal which involved the extension of Little Ambrook and the erection 

of three new dwellings on the site.

The Inspector determined that ‘the proposal would result in 

substantial harm to the significance of the designated heritage asset of 

the Walton on the Hill Conservation Areas and would not preserve its 

character and appearance’.

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
The Government has consulted on changes to the NPPF and the 

Association has objected strongly to a number of the proposals, 

particularly those which will weaken protection of the Green Belt and 

will lead to a loss of social housing.

We will also be responding to a second consultation document on the 

technicalities of the proposed planning changes. 

Langley Vale Wood 
It had been anticipated that planning applications would be submitted 

to the three  district councils affected by the Centenary Wood proposal 

in the late summer of 2015. However, a decision has been made by the 

Forestry Commission that an Environmental Impact Assessment is 

required. Consequently the Woodland Trust has recently provided 

detailed information to the three councils and the Forestry Commission. 

This can be viewed on the Council’s planning application web site.

Proposals such as the new car park, access arrangements and 

associated visitor facilities are outside our area; however we have 

suggested that footpath access could be improved from Walton on the 

Hill and Tadworth.

Tadworth Neighbourhood Plan / Tadworth Forum
It is our understanding that there has been no progress on the 

preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan in recent months.

** If there is an planning application near you which causes concern, 

please let us know and we will arrange a visit. **

By Gillian Hein

Local Matters in Walton & Tadworth

UsefUl ContaCt Details
TWRA COMMITTEE:
Clive Elcome - Chairman
clive.elcome@ukgateway.net
01737 813110
Gillian Hein - Vice-Chairman & Tadworth Planning
gilllian.hein@virginmedia.com
01737 355206
Robin Parr-Davies - Treasurer
robin@parr-davies.com     
Gillian Bockmeulen - Secretary
gbockmeulen@hotmail.com
01737 814989
Ann Liddle - Walton Area Steward
01737 819959
Alanna Combes - Walton Planning
alannacombes@hotmail.com

LOCAL COUNCILLORS:
Michael Gosling, Surrey County Councillor   
michael.gosling@surreycc.gov.uk
Rachel Turner, Borough Councillor
cllr.turner@reigate-banstead.gov.uk
Vic Broad, Borough Councillor
cllr.broad@reigate-banstead.gov.uk
James Clarke, Borough Councillor
cllr.clarke@reigate-banstead.gov.uk
Crispin Blunt, M.P.
Westminster Office: 0207 219 2254      
crispinblunt@parliament.uk
Constituency Office: 01737 222756      
Skinner House, 38-40 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7BA
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TRAFFIC & PARKING
Councillor Gosling has informed us that because of the strength of 

local opposition, including from the Residents’ Association, to the 

proposed additional parking restrictions in Kingswood Road, Cross 

Road and parts of The Avenue, these have now been dropped.

At the time of writing, we have not seen the final list of changes but 

are pleased that it will include extending the double yellow lines where 

Tadorne Road meets Tadworth Street.

In Walton, a parking survey is being carried out by members of the 

Walton Forum and Reigate & Banstead and Surrey County Councils to 

confirm the scale of parking required along Walton Street before 

considering measures to alleviate the situation.

We are concerned that Mini cars are still being offloaded from large 

transporters near the old showroom in The Avenue, Tadworth. 

Complaints have been made to the manager at the new Burgh Heath 

garage, but we have been informed that it is not feasible to offload 

vehicles at the new site and the firm is trying to find a better site than 

The Avenue. In the short term this is not a very satisfactory outcome.

Surrey County Council has been given a grant to introduce new 

average speed cameras on the A217 or, as it is technically termed, the 

‘A217 wider network benefit package’. We will provide more 

information on the web site when it becomes available.

COMMUNITY GRANTS
Reigate and Banstead Council is offering local grants which can be 

spent on environmental improvements. Up to £10,000 is available per 

ward. The Association will be working with the Walton Forum to put 

in bids.

If you have any suggestions, please let us know. For example, is 

there a case for more seats, improved bus stop/ shelter arrangements, 

and perhaps white gates at the entrances into Tadworth or a village 

sign? The money has to be spent on schemes which are not a normal 

council responsibility.

LOCAL BUSINESS COMMUNITY
The Residents’ Association, with the help of Councillor Rachel Turner, 

is proposing to hold a meeting of local businesses in Tadworth in the 

near future to see what can be done to revitalise the parades. The 

Sainsbury threat has increased awareness of the vulnerability of the 

shops to outside pressures and hence a need to promote the centre, 

improve its vitality and give it a greater sense of identity.

At the present time, the Walton shops appear to be operating well 

and working together to encourage more shoppers. We hope that 

measures can be introduced to assist the revitalisation of the 

commercial centre of Tadworth in the same way.

The opening of ‘Taste’, in the former Gemini premises, will be an 

asset and increase footfall. 

Local Matters cont’

Walton Heath 
Land Exchange

A 
meeting was held in early January with Kathy O’Leary, 

Deputy Chief Executive and Michael Graham, Head of 

Legal Services, representing Reigate and Banstead Council, 

and members of the TWRA committee and the Banstead 

and District Federation of Residents’ Associations. The purpose of the 

meeting was to discuss the processes leading up to the deregistration 

of part of Walton Heath and to see if there were lessons which could 

be learned should a similar situation arise in future. Also to investigate 

progress with the proposed Environmental Management Plans for the 

exchange lands.

The Council officers had been provided with background 

documentation and so were aware of the issues, including the signing 

of the Deed of Variation and the Council’s role in the public inquiry 

into deregistration.

Kathy O’Leary promised that, going forward, with any future 

decision-making in respect of Walton Heath, the Council would 

aim to be open and transparent and give early consideration to any 

consultation required. 

On the second issue, the Environmental Management Plan, we 

were informed that the Walton Heath Golf Club has submitted a 

draft Plan which the Council has referred to a third party expert to 

examine. This move is welcomed.

Kathy O’Leary indicated that there may be an opportunity for 

the community to be involved, and this is being followed up. In 

conclusion, all who attended felt it was a helpful, constructive and 

positive meeting. Ph
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Jubilee Woodland

Appeal for Tadworth 
Road Stewards

By Jill  Bockmeulen

I
n December 2015, we held another very successful and enjoyable 

Carol Service in the Woodland event which attracted over 200 

people. Once again the Choir from The Good Shepherd Church 

led the carols, a BBQ was provided by the Scouts and mince pies 

and mulled wine served. Thank you to everyone who gave their time 

and support for this village community event.

Work on developing the Jubilee Woodland has progressed well in 

2016. In February, a day was spent clearing the rear part of the 

Woodland, cuttings were burnt, stumps removed, litter cleared which 

has greatly improved the appearance of the site. We were very 

grateful for all the assistance and advice given by Matt Field and 

members of the Downland Project who joined us to help on the day 

and also wish to thank the enthusiastic and hard working group of 

volunteers from the Colebrook Day Care Centre in Redhill who were 

organised by Sheila Craig. Reigate and Banstead Borough Council 

have generously donated 10 trees  birches, rowans and fruit trees, and 

on 12th February they were planted by the Council’s Countryside 

Management team together with Councillor Broad and volunteers.

We are always happy to welcome volunteers to help with work in 

the Woodland. Dates are posted on the notice board but you can 

contact us on J ubilee_woodland@yahoo.com  for information.

A
s mentioned in Clive Elcome’s words elsewhere in 

Newsletter, the TWRA is in desperate need for additional 

Road Stewards in the Tadworth area. In addition to 

contributing to a very worthwhile local cause and giving 

something back to the community, light duties would include 

delivering the Newsletter twice a year to your immediate vicinity and 

collecting annual subs. We really need help in the following areas - 

If you’d like to get involved and become a TWRA Road Steward, 

please ring or email Jill Bockmeulen who will give you more 

information. 01737 814989 - gbockmeulen@hotmail.com.

UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS

MAY PAGEANT
Sat 21 May, 2.00pm
Starting at Mere Pond, the theme this year 
is ‘Cartoon Characters’. The new May 
Queen and her attendants will be chosen 
on 12th March at the Community Centre in 
Breech Lane.

BANSTEAD DOWNS 
CONSERVATORS WALKS
Tues 7 June, 6.30pm
Half way up High Downs Lane.

Tues 5th July, 6.30pm
Park Downs
Holly Lane car park.

Tues 2nd August, 6.30pm
Banstead Heath
Mill Road near the notice board.

Tues 6th September, 6.30pm
Burgh Heath
Notice board near the pond.

• The Avenue (part) • The Dell • Downsway 

• Kingswood Road (part) • Hillview Close • Shelvers Hill 

Tadworth Park:

• Morton, Stewart and Croffets • Prossers and Hudson 

• Radolphs, Delves and Harpurs • Wilsons and Wessels 

• Spindlewoods • Killaser Court • Heathside Court 

• White Beam Way • Petersmead • Linden Close
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T
raditional crime in the area continues to be at relatively low 

levels and is typically a quarter to a half compared with 

previous years. Consequently Police priorities are now domestic 

abuse, child abuse and cyber-crime and so the Police have 

decided to discontinue the traditional Beat Panel Meetings, where the 

local Police team could meet residents and which were held on a regular 

basis for Tadworth & Walton. Instead they will only arrange such a 

meeting if the situation with respect to local crime changes dramatically.

The Police are planning to introduce a new email system for alerting 

residents with respect to Police related matters. Residents will be given 

an opportunity to enrol for Police Alerts within the next few months. 

This system will also cater for alerts from other bodies such as the Fire 

Service. Residents will be able to select which types of Alert they wish to 

receive. The Alerts produced by TWRA & Watch will continue for the 

immediate future but may become linked to the new Police system at a 

later date.

POLICE & NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT
Mike Fox keeps us updated on local Policing Strategy

CLEAN FOR THE QUEEN!
Residents brave the winter weather to 
collect local litter - in connection with 
the Queen’s 90th birthday!

TOAD RESCUE
David Gibbs has approached the Residents Association with a request for volunteers to join his 

toad rescue which takes place in the early Spring. Every year toads migrate from their 

hibernation habitats to Walton pond to breed; sadly, many are killed on the road. His team of 

volunteers patrol on likely evenings and last year collected 277 toads, 15 frogs and a newt 

which were safely deposited in the pond.

If you would like to join his team or wish for more information, please can you contact him on 

01737 359970 or email - snibble100@yahoo.com

D
espite a cold wind and snow blizzards, there was a very 

good attendance of volunteers at both Tadworth and 

Walton to take part in the Queen’s Birthday Clean Up. It 

was amazing how much litter was collected in just a couple 

of hours on the morning of Saturday 5th March.

However, although very successful in terms of the many bags of 

rubbish which were filled, it does makes us realise just how 

thoughtless a lot of us are when throwing away rubbish on our streets. 

Perhaps it should be an annual event? Let us know your thoughts.

In the meantime a very big thank you to everyone who braved the 

weather and helped fill the mountain of purple rubbish bags and also 

to Councillor Rachel Turner for coordinating the event.
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