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Tadworth & Walton Residents’ Association

The Tadworth & Walton Tree Wardens are a voluntary group 
hoping to make a real difference to the quality of your 
neighbourhood. There has never been a more necessary 
time to be involved in protecting trees and woodlands 

within the community.
The Tree Warden scheme was launched by the Tree Council in 

1990 to harness the power of local volunteers for the good of their 
communities’ trees. It has co-ordinated it ever since, working with 
local authorities, voluntary organisations, parish councils and local 
partnerships, to set-up and develop Tree Warden networks in town, 
city and countryside across the UK. Today there are more than 8,000 
Tree Wardens in local networks throughout the country, forming a 
volunteer group of immense value to the environment.

The Tree Warden scheme gives people who feel that trees matter 
an opportunity to:
• champion their local trees and woods
• plant and care for trees
• carry out woodland management
• survey trees and gather information about them
• provide early warnings of threats, disease, decay or vandalism
• get involved with like-minded people for training and field trips
• spearhead Tree Council initiatives, such as its Hedge Tree  

Campaign to reverse the decline of trees in hedges
We are a recently formed group so if you would like to get 

involved, or are keen to find out more, please contact the local 
co-ordinator Patricia Brookwick at p.brookwick@btinternet.com.

TADWORTH & WALTON TREE WARDEN GROUP
NATIONAL TREE WEEK
25 NOVEMBER - 3 DECEMBER 2017
National Tree Week is the UK’s biggest annual festival of trees 
and marks the start of the tree-planting season. The Tadworth 
& Walton Tree Warden group is encouraging everyone to 
consider how they can change views for the better by planting 
and celebrating trees within their own neighbourhood.  

This year, why not join the many thousands of people 
across the UK who celebrate Tree Dressing Day. We will be 
holding a Tree Dressing event in the Jubilee Woodland on the 
3rd December 2017, further details of which are available 
elsewhere in this Newsletter.

The event is free and open to all, you are invited to come 
along and learn how to plant and care for trees, you can even 
win a tree to plant in your own garden or school grounds.   
We will be asking visitors to make their own tree decorations, 
or to bring along colourful ribbons, which will be used to 
‘dress the tree’ and decorate the woodland bunting strung up 
amongst the trees. The event will cumulate in a display of your 
decorative achievements at the annual ‘Jubilee Woodland 
Christmas Carols’ event on the 16th December. For further 
details please contact p.brookwick@btinternet.com.

The Crowhurst Yew thought to be some 4000 years old
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Given the sustained level of pressure put upon our 
community in terms of planning applications, development 
proposals, concerns about volumes of traffic and its speed, 
parking facilities etc, your Residents’ Association has no 

shortage of work on its hands. However, it is the restricted number of 
hands that we have; that is our problem! We need more people 
prepared to become Committee members. If you believe the work we 
do is valuable to our community, why not join us? You’ll give up one 
evening a month and in return have an overview of local current affairs, 
have a say in decision making and perhaps get involved in one or other 
of our ongoing projects. Additionally, we have a particular need for a 
Membership Secretary; for someone to ensure our website content is 
kept up to date, and for someone to launch us into the world of social 
media. Why not get in touch with any of the names printed in the 
Useful Contact Details section? We’d love to hear from you.

Other than the activities I’ve listed above, what else have we been 
up to since our last Newsletter?
• I’m proud to say that along with Cllr. Rachel Turner, your 

Association took a strong lead in setting up the Tadworth 
Businesses Network (TBN). Its objective is to increase footfall by 
improving cohesion between the traders, and communication 
between the traders and yourselves. Regular meetings are being 

Chairman’s Report

MICHAEL EVERETT & CO.
Estate Agents • New Homes & Land Property Lettings & Management

61, Walton Street, Walton-on-the-Hill, Surrey, KT20 7RZ
Tel: 01737 814877 Fax: 01737 814860 email: walton@michael-everett.co.uk www.michael-everett.co.uk

Clive Elcome welcomes you

held, a business directory on social media is in place. Look out for 
some exciting activities around Christmas!

• Additionally, as you have hopefully already spotted, our tree 
planting scheme has gone from strength to strength under the 
stewardship of Patricia Brookwick. The latter secured welcome 
extra funding through the Tesco ‘Bags of Help’ scheme.

• Importantly, under the Freedom of Information Act, we have 
secured details of the pre-application discussions held between 
our Council and Walton Heath Golf Club regarding proposals for a 
new Clubhouse. These may be viewed on our website (see: www.
tadworthwaltonra.co.uk/golfclub.html). As previously stated, we 
will consult with our Membership as and when final plans are 
submitted, in order to decide our collective response.

Finally, as ever a big vote of thanks to Councillors Broad, Turner, 
Curry and Harris, who routinely give up their time to attend our 
Committee meetings.

Jubilee Woodland News

The Jubilee Woodland continues to attract more visitors and 
we are particularly happy to welcome younger members of 
our community, playgroups, nursery school and others who 
use the area for play and also as an educational site. It is a 

pleasure to see them exploring for wildlife and plants and enjoying 
the environment.

An oak bench in memory of Dr. Smith, a local and well respected 
general practitioner has been delivered to the woodland and will be   
installed shortly. It was crafted by a team at the National Trust.

As part of National Tree Week we will be holding a special Tree 
Planting event. Patricia Brookwick, a TWRA Committee Member 
and also one of our Tree Wardens is organising this so please read 
her article in this Newsletter for details and information.

Preparations are in hand for the annual ‘Carols in the Woodland’ 
event to be held on 16th December and we are delighted to 
announce that this is to be sponsored by the Tadworth Business 
Network and is part of a wider co-operation between the local 
traders and the Tadworth pantomime this year. The arrangements 
will be the same as for last year with a BBQ organised by the Scouts 
at 3.30pm with the Carols starting at 4.00pm. This is such an 
enjoyable community occasion and every year more and more 
residents and friends attend so please come and share this with us, 
you will be very welcome.

By Jill Bockmeulen
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RECENT WALTON PLANNING DECISIONS
Kitlands and Bramley
Since our last newsletter, there is little to report on the likely 
development of the former Bramley school site and the land at Kitlands 
at the junction of Hurst Drive and Chequers Lane.

At Bramley there have been rumours about differing land uses but to 
date there have been no planning applications.

In the case of Kitlands, we had a meeting, together with local 
residents, with the purchasers of the site several months ago. We made 
comments on a draft layout, which showed 8 dwellings, suggesting that 
in our opinion the development was too cramped and that fewer units 
of the same type may be more appropriate. Although discussions have 
taken place between the developers and the Council, to date no 
planning application has been made.
Frith Park
Work is progressing quickly on the site, both on the new dwellings and 
major landscaping works.

Members of the Committee were privileged to be given a tour of the 
site and were impressed with the quality of the new buildings. It was 
clear that it would have been impossible to retain the Mansion and even 
the front facade is in very poor condition. Marketing will take place in 
2018 and details are available on the Frith Park web sites. 
Other Applications
An appeal has been dismissed for 9 flats on the site of Cartmel Lodge, 
off Hurst Drive which is good news. Also, after the long saga of 
applications and appeals on developing the Little Ambrook site, Nursery 
Road, permission has now been granted for just one new dwelling with 
the retention of the existing house. We feel this is a good outcome for 
this important part of the Conservation Area.

After objecting to new development on the Thickets site off Dorking 
Road, permission has now been granted for extensions to the existing 
building which we consider to be more in character with the surroundings.

We welcome the decision of the Planning Committee to refuse an 
application for a large replacement building at 2, Hernbrook, Chequers 
Lane. Permission has been granted for a major extension to Mafalda, 
Nursery Road. A revised application for 2 Rose Cottages has yet to be 
determined by the Council. A further application to turn a barn at Hurst 
Farm into a dwelling has been refused.

RECENT TADWORTH PLANNING DECISIONS
Land at the Rear of 9–15 Shelvers Way
An application has been submitted to construct a further 5 dwellings to 
the rear of Shelvers Way, using an extension of the new access road 

which was won on appeal, taking access through the Stanford Lodge 
site. We, and the Planning Committee, were very concerned about 
highway safety as a result of increased traffic entering Shelvers Way 
near the A217 and also the increased parking which would result. 
However, largely because Surrey County Council did not object, the 
application was granted on appeal. The Association will be objecting 
again on traffic and parking issues, pointing out the cumulative impact 
of increased traffic using the local road network and likely increase in 
parking on Shelvers Way because of insufficient spaces within the 
development. However, unless the County Council, as Highway Authority, 
chooses to object, we do not consider  it likely that permission will be 
refused. We propose to notify local residents on this latest application.
Farm Fencing Site
There is a current application for 10 flats on the Farm Fencing site at 
124, Ashhurst Road in 2 x two and a three storey blocks. Our 
Committee supported the redevelopment of the site, particularly as this 
area is looking very rundown, but felt the development was too cramped 
and there was concern that 3 floors was too high, bearing in mind the 
very narrow depth and rise in the tree covered slope to the rear.
22 Downs Way
A planning application has been refused by the Council’s Planning 
Committee for modifications to 22, Downs Way, despite an officer 
recommendation to approve it. This reduced the height but not the 
unauthorised front and rear extensions. Fortunately the applicant 
decided to revert to the original permission, rather than go to appeal, 
and has now demolished the offending extensions to comply with the 
permitted plans. Hopefully this will be the end to the long saga, 
although there are concerns over roof lights now being inserted.
Restaurant in Station Buildings
An application was submitted under the licensing legislation for drinking, 
dancing and live and recorded music at the proposed restaurant in 
Station Buildings on the bridge. There were some 90 objections to the 
proposed long hours and as a result the restaurant operators reduced 
the hours considerably before the application went before the Council’s 
Licensing Committee. We and others expressed some concerns and as a 
result some additional conditions were incorporated in the permission. 
The owners have promised to cooperate with the community if there are 
any problems as they hope to run a friendly, family restaurant. 

We wish them every success and hope it will assist in reviving the 
centre of Tadworth. 
Other Applications
The Council has refused permission for two basement flats below 1, 
Tower Road because of the standard of the new accommodation.

We have expressed concern at a proposal to fell a large number of trees 
at Tadworth Court and also the Corsican Pine opposite the Cross Road 
parade of shops, unless there are good health and safety issues. The 
application for felling the tree in Cross Road was now been withdrawn.

There have been a number of applications to reduce the amount of 
vacant retail space in both Tadworth and Walton. There is a recent 
application for a ground floor flat at 49, Walton Street, leaving a small 
retail unit and permission has been granted for four one bedroom 
dwellings at Barclays Bank, Station Approach, Tadworth again reducing 
the amount of commercial floor space. The latter will probably be 
permitted development but we have expressed concern at the lack of 
parking and the poor internal layout of the units. 

An appeal has been allowed for new dwellings at 1, Epsom Lane North.

By Gillian Hein
Local Matters in Walton & Tadworth

Inspection at Frith Park
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Your Local Councillors
GEORGE CURRY

I am very grateful to all those who 
supported and voted for me in 
May 2017. I am delighted to be 
one of your three local councillors 

representing Tadworth & Walton. 
Whether you voted for me or not I  
will be doing my upmost to represent 
all residents, so please do get in touch 
if you have any issues you would like 
me to address. 

Since May I have continued to 
work with local businesses and 
schools on parking and road safety 
concerns and assisted our traders with a new Local Business Network 
social media and awareness initiative, to help our local businesses to 
thrive. In order to gain a broad based knowledge of the Councils’ 
activities within the Borough I am also sitting on the Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee. 

I look forward to supporting and working with Jeff Harris our newly 
elected Surrey County Councillor as well as our existing Local 
Councillors Cllr Mrs R Turner and the leader of Reigate and Banstead 
Council Cllr V Broad.

Contact me at Cllr.Curry@reigate-banstead.gov.uk

JEFF HARRIS

I said on my election I would do my 
best at all levels for the people of 
Tadworth and Walton. I have already 
challenged several Highways issues, 

roadworks management along the 
A217, and other projects which directly 
affect our lives locally. As a County 
Councillor I sit on several Committees 
which include Children’s Schools and 
Families, membership of the Corporate Parenting Board (responsible for 
the 1,000+ children in care in Surrey) and Planning Committee. I chair 
the Local Committee which brings together Borough and County 
Councillors to improve partnerships working and problem-solving 
between the two bodies.

I am supporting financially both our local Primary Schools in parking 
and road safety projects, where children compete to design the signs-so 
watch out for them later this year!

Still on the theme of keeping our children safe, I’m a staunch 
supporter of Junior Citizens Events which are designed around 10yr olds 
to keep them safe, at home, on line and out and about. Together with 
all our local County Councillors I’m funding the re-introduction of these 
to Reigate and Banstead.

Contact me at jeffrey.harris@surreycc.gov.uk

An application two dwellings in the rear garden of 56, Cross Road 
with access onto Epsom Lane South has gone to appeal. We have sent 
the Planning Inspectorate additional comments. Subsequently, a second 
application has been submitted, this time for a couple of large 
semidetached dwellings. As the same concerns relating to the impact on 
the character of Epsom Lane South, highway safety, trees and 
overlooking remain, the Committee have again resolved to object.

We understand that there is to be a hearing into the refusal of a new 
dwelling on the Dorking Road next to Pine Court.
Preston
We objected to an application for 229 dwellings on the De Burgh 
playing fields because of concerns about the layout, design and lack of 
parking and infrastructure. Revised layouts were submitted which 
addressed some of our concerns but we still felt that parking would be a 
problem and that there will be overloading of the infrastructure 
including the road network, health and educational facilities. A theme of 
the scheme is hedging along the road network and we had concerns 
about the likely standard of maintenance bearing in mind the poor 
standard of hedging already on the Preston Estate and lack of 
maintenance of landscaping around the new Leisure Centre. 

Permission has now been granted and we hope that the development 
will contribute to the regeneration of the estate.
Heathcote Medical Centre
Our Committee, along with many patients at Heathcote Medical Centre 
were both shocked and disappointed to read in the Surrey Mirror that 
the Practice came 36th out of 36 local GP surgeries in a 2017 survey of 
GP surgeries. Particularly low scores were given on the appointments 
system, telephone service and the reception desk. There was far less 
criticism of the quality of care, and the nursing services scored highly.

Together with our Councillors we wrote expressing concern at the poor 
showing of the Practice and requesting a meeting to discuss the results 

and to see if we could work together in improving the quality of service.
Unfortunately the Practice has refused a meeting, preferring to work 

only with the Patients Participation Group (or PPG).
Walton Heath Golf Club
There have been a number of rumours about Walton Heath Golf Club’s 
proposals for progressing the relocation of the clubhouse to the other 
side of the Dorking Road and developing the existing site for housing.

We put in, under the Freedom of Information procedures, a request 
for details of any meetings which have been held between the Club and 
Council. We received a copy of a note of a pre-application meeting, 
dated 5th July. Rather than attempt to paraphrase the contents, it is set 
out in full on our web site. It sets out broadly what the Club is proposing 
and the main officer concerns, although of course there may be major 
changes if or when an application is submitted..

As yet no application has been submitted, but when it is received, we 
intend to hold a public meeting in order to obtain the views of the 
community. The Residents Association will then decide what action, if 
any, we will take.

View from Beecham’s Field land exchange
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We all know of instances where fly-tipping has taken 
place in our local area. We all are aware of the revised 
County Council policy to restrict or charge for certain 
household waste disposal. Both  constitute 

‘unacceptable behaviour’ and need immediate review. What can we do?
1)  Official statistics suggest that most of the instances of fly-tipped 

waste, collected by Borough or County Councils, is locally generated.  
This implies that our fellow ratepayers are not ensuring that their garage 
clear-out or home extension discarded material is disposed by a 
‘licenced’ carrier. We can ask for a copy of their licence document before 
releasing waste material.

 2) There will always be an element of our society who believe that 
the rules do not apply to them. These individuals throw fast food 
containers and drink cans from their car windows, rather than put these 
items in a bin. They won’t change but we can report them, if seen (write 
down the car/van registration and phone the Council Officers). What 
we can do is to make people aware by example.  “Pick-it-up”, if you 
see items which  could be placed in an adjacent bin. It’s easy and 
effective and also educates anyone who might be watching this socially 
minded activity.

Schools: we can focus projects relating to the unacceptable waste in 
our society, e.g. always bin it or take it home, then bin it. Encourage the 

young to do the right thing and we generate responsible adults.
 3) Some residents believe our County Council Waste Policy is 

misguided. There are costs for all our services, either direct or indirect.  
Collection charges are minimal in comparison to the ongoing cost of 
waste which has been fly-tipped in our countryside. Perhaps it is now 
time to write to Surrey County Council and suggest that household 
project waste (small van or car load) could be taken, without charge, to 
the Council waste sites. Some of this material could be recycled and 
used productively and the cost of clearance both to the ratepayer and 
private landowner would be considerably reduced.

(Disposal of Waste, Fly-Tipping)
SOCIALLY UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOUR

By Geoff Hewitt

USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS

TWRA COMMITTEE:
Clive Elcome - Chairman
clive.elcome@ukgateway.net
01737 813110
Gillian Hein - Vice-Chairman & Tadworth Planning
gilllian.hein@virginmedia.com
01737 355206
Robin Parr-Davies - Treasurer
robin@parr-davies.com     
Gillian Bockmeulen - Secretary
gbockmeulen@hotmail.com
01737 814989
Ann Liddle - Walton Area Steward
01737 819959

REPORTING POTHOLES:
You can report potholes and damaged pavements at:
www.surreycc.gov.uk/highways

LOCAL COUNCILLORS:
Rachel Turner, Borough Councillor
cllr.turner@reigate-banstead.gov.uk
Vic Broad, Borough Councillor
cllr.broad@reigate-banstead.gov.uk
George Curry, Borough Councillor
Cllr.Curry@reigate-banstead.gov.uk
Jeff Harris, Surrey County Councillor
jeffrey.harris@surreycc.gov.uk
Crispin Blunt, M.P.
Westminster Office: 0207 219 2254      
crispinblunt@parliament.uk
Constituency Office: 01737 222756      
Skinner House, 38-40 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7BA

JOINT ENFORCEMENT TEAM:
To report abandoned vehicles, anti-social behaviour, fly tipping, 
graffiti, litter, dog fouling etc. please contact the Joint 
Enforcement Team (JET) on line at 
www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/report 
or telephone 01737 276300.

XXXX’s display at the May Pageant earlier this year. 
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Police resources continue to be stretched very thinly as they are have a 
heavy workload dealing with issues such as Missing Persons, 
Safeguarding for Vulnerable Adults and Children and various forms of 
Fraud and Cyber Crime. Reigate & Banstead also still lacks the planned, 
trained volunteer staff to circulate details of crime and witness appeals 
other than occasionally via social media. A recent example was an 
armed robbery attempt in Banstead on Wednesday 27th Sept for which 
a witness appeal was only posted on the ‘What’s On In Banstead’ 
Facebook page. Therefore please tell Mike Fox (mike.fox2@ntlworld.
com - 01737 350452)  if you are aware of a crime being committed 
near you so it can be publicised in our local NhW Bulletin.

Originally housing the village fire engine (the fire station was based in 
Tudor House next door), these premises have housed a bicycle shop since 
the 1930’s. Graham Stevens the current owner, took it over from his 
parents in 2000. They had begun their business there in 1964.
After his schooldays, Graham secured an Engineering Apprenticeship; he 
joined the family firm knowing that if things didn’t work out, he was 
qualified to find other opportunities. At that time, in 1986, the Stevens 
owned a second shop in Billingshurst and this was where Graham started.

Graham describes his business as a “traditional” cycle shop, selling 
not only the bikes themselves, but also a wide range of accessories. He 
also carries out repairs and servicing. How, I asked, does he survive in 
this age of online purchases and large chain stores? Graham explained 
that he enjoys a high level of cutomer loyalty - sometimes extending to 
three generations – reflecting the personalised service he offers along 

with the fact that he will always offer the best possible deal to local 
customers. He pointed out that especially in the summer months, the 
large stores by contrast, don’t have the resources to repair and service 
without a wait of up to 5-6 weeks.

Keen to encourage youngsters to learn to ride, Graham works closely 
with Walton Primary School delivering the ‘Bike It’ programme and 
providing free safety checks.

POLICE & NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH REPORT

LOCAL SPOTLIGHT:
B&L Stevens Cycles, 
51 Walton High Street

3 DECEMBER 2017, 2-4pm
Jubilee Woodland, Tadworth

Free Entry * All Invited * Refreshments Available
Join us and learn about planting and caring for trees.
Bring along your own homemade decorations and 

ribbons to help us dress the newly planted trees and the 
bunting hanging in the woodland.

There will be also a chance to win a beautiful tree to 
plant in your own garden or school, garden centre 

vouchers or a family ticket to Westonbirt Arboretum.
Your special tree decorations will then feature at the 

Jubilee Woodland Christmas Carol event 
on the 16 December.

Organised by Tadworth & Walton Tree Wardens. 
For further information please contact: 

p.brookwick@btinternet.com

TREE DRESSING DAY

UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS
ST. PETER’S CHRISTMAS CRAFT MARKET
Saturday 18 November, 11.00am-3.00pm
Lord Ridell Hall, Walton on the Hill

TREE DRESSING EVENT
Sunday 3 December, 2.00pm - 4.00pm
Jubilee Woodland, Tadworth

CAROL SINGING IN JUBILEE WOODLAND
Saturday 16 December, 3.30pm BBQ and 
4.00pm singing
Jubilee Woodland, Tadworth

By Mike Fox


