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Minutes - Tadworth & Walton Tree Warden Meeting 
Saturday 29th September 2018  
 
 
Attendees: 
Patricia Brookwick, Gillian Hein, Gillian Bockmeulen, Lisa Geelhood, Judy Lumley, Gilly 
Gibbins, Roger Ponsford, Gina Parr-Davies (observing) 
 
Apologies: 
Adrian Allen, Geoff Hewitt 
 
 
National Tree Week Event 
 
It was confirmed that the National Tree Week event would be held on Sunday 25th November 
2018 in the Jubilee Wood between 2-4pm.  
 
The following format was agreed: 
 

• Visitors to be welcomed into one of the two marquees for the opening of the afternoon 
event.  An explanation of the various activities to be provided followed by an opening 
‘tree’ poem or story.  

• Activity 1a - Potting Corner - an opportunity for guests wishing to pot up a tree sapling to 
take home and plant. Once we know the varieties gifted to us by the Woodland Trust, 
small cards containing details of the tree and care requirements will be available to take 
away with the tree.  Patricia will make these. 

o 60 tree/hedge saplings will be delivered in November 
o Plastic pots will be used for potting up 
o Compost to be provided 

• Activity 1b  - Alternative option to plant hedge saplings in the Jubilee Wood. Suitable 
area to be identified by Jill and Gillian. As there are no hand washing facilities, plastic 
gloves will be provided in case it’s very muddy 

• Activity 2 - Woodland Quiz – follow the woodland trail and find answers to the quiz.  
Small booklets will be made up, one for each guest, providing a ‘search & find’ quiz. Ten 
categories were decided upon and the task to create some information about each 
category delegated, Squirrels & Hedgehogs (Lisa), Birds & Leaf Shapes (Gilly), Bark & 
Fungus (Roger), Roots & Woodlice (Gina), Habitats & Spiders (Patricia). 

o Information to be submitted to Patricia, for collation, by 6th October. 
o Gillian Hein will produce illustrations for the booklet by 5th October. 
o Patricia to purchase booklets and pencils. 
o Lisa to provide stickers for the information to be printed on and eventually stuck 

into the booklets.  Alternatively small paper booklets using A4 sheets may be 
produced.  

o Individual A4 laminated sheets to be made, labelled 1-10, for each of the quiz 
questions, e.g. ‘1. Squirrels, 2. Hedgehogs etc. These are to be positioned along 
the trail.  

o Creatures and habitats to be positioned along the woodland trail for the children 
to locate. 

• Activity 3 – Make a crown of leaves. Lisa will host a table offering the opportunity to 
make a crown of leaves.  

 
Stickers and prizes to be acquired by Patricia. Prize for best hat, and for those identifying the 
most items along the trail. 
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It was agreed that the group would meet on the following dates to create the quiz booklets and 
fine-tune the arrangements:  Friday 2nd November 2018 at 3pm and Friday 9th November at 
12.30pm.  Venue to be confirmed.  
 
Refreshments will be available: 
Hot Chocolate, Squash, Hot Apple Pies, Iced Biscuits etc. 
 
A rota will be drawn up so that everyone knows what’s required from them on the morning of the 
event in preparation for a 2pm start.  
 
Marketing: 
 
A marketing poster was shown to the group and agreed for use.  Patricia will advertise the event 
in the TWRA Newsletter, The Tadworth Tribune, Church Magazines, via the Scouts & Brownies, 
possibly Bartlett & Cook magazine and in the form of an assembly presentation to the children of 
Walton on the Hill School.  Posters will be placed on local noticeboards and on social media 
during November.  
 
Banstead Conservators 
 
John Peacock provided a briefing on the role of the Banstead Conservators, which was followed 
by a question and answer session.  The TWTW confirmed there enthusiasm to help and support 
the Conservators and John confirmed that the matter would be raised at their forthcoming meeting 
in Banstead on Saturday 20th October 2018.  Further details may be found on their Facebook 
page.  
 
TWTW Update & Plans for 2018/2019 
 
Shelvers Hill Project 

• We will soon be in a position to plant a replacement tree by the Shelvers Hill shops.   
This is a prime position and we need to consider the species carefully.  All ideas 
welcome.  

 
• The new planting in the flowerbed by the petrol station on Shelvers Hill looks to be in 

good health.  The trees have grown and the shrubs have survived the very dry summer.  
Patricia asked the TWTW’s to keep an eye on litter and to help with weeding whenever 
possible. 

 
• The verge re-instatement at Shelvers Hill is at the quotation stage – it is hoped that 

further details will be available within the next month.  
 

• The verge re-instatement & planting on Shelvers Green is looking good.  There is 
slight concern for one of the five Himalayan Birch trees planted which has lost more of 
its foliage when compared to the others.  Extra TLC is being provided by Gill B and 
Geoff. 

 
The Conservation Area Notice was circulated to the group and discussed.  It was agreed that 
rather than do a leaflet drop through each door within the Conservation Areas, the notice would 
be advertised via the Tadworth Tribune and on the TWRA website.  A decision will be made at 
the next meeting to see if a leaflet drop is required.  
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The TWTW’s relationship with SCC was reviewed.  Further to our recent meeting with Guy 
Stephens, where we had the opportunity to discuss TPO’s, a meeting has been arranged to meet 
with the SCC Arboriculture Team Manager Graham Banks.  It will be interesting to learn about 
Graham’s role within SCC and to have the opportunity to ask lots of questions.  The meeting will 
be at the SCC offices at Merrow, Guildford at 11am on 28th November 2018.   
 
Phase 4 Street Tree Planting: We are at the quotation stage for phase 4.  All the locations have 
been identified and residents have agreed to water.  It is hoped that 30 new trees will be planted in 
late November/December 2018.  This will take our street tree total to 102 trees.  
 
The planting plots have been well tended during the spring and summer.  It was agreed that one 
last round of maintenance should be applied during the autumn.  Patricia to email details to the 
various groups.  Thanks to all who have assisted with this.  
 
Stumps, Dead & Dying Trees – Details have been supplied to SCC Councillor Jeff Harris and it 
is expected that some action will be taken to remove tree stumps over the next few months.  
 
Walk in the Woods – 1st May – 31st May 2019.  Ideas were discussed for the Tree Council’s 
‘Walk in the Woods’ event in 2019.  It was suggested that an event be planned for a walk through 
the Sanctuary.  Ideas to be discussed with Anthony Deakin. 
 
 Surrey Tree Warden Network & Tree Council Update 
 
News from the National Tree Warden Conference Birmingham.  Information was shared 
regarding the Tree Council’s idea for a Tree Warden Advisory Group Pilot, which has been 
scheduled for 2019.  Eight Tree Wardens will form the group including one Tree Officer.  It is 
also hope that a strong brand will be created to showcase and promote the work of the Tree 
Wardens.  
 
2020 will see a celebration of 30 years of the Tree Warden scheme.  The group was asked to 
think about interesting ideas for the celebration that can be fed back to the Tree Council.  An 
example provided was ‘Plant a Tree in ’73’ and ‘Plant Some More in 74’.  
 
The STWN and TWTW events were reviewed: Walton Manor Bluebells & the measuring of 
veteran trees, Epsom AGM & the Roseberry Park Guided Tree Walk and the visit to Gatton Park 
to view the vintage trees.   The October regional forum will take place on the 6th October in 
Lewes and there will be a STWN training day on the 2nd December, venue to be confirmed.   
Patricia advised that there were vacancies for both a Treasurer and Chairperson on the STWN 
committee.  Any interested parties to contact her.  
 
Treezilla inserts were distributed for the Tree Warden member booklets. 
 
Items of Interest 
 
The 25 Remarkable Trees of Surrey Booklet is still available at £4.99, please stock up if you 
need some Christmas gifts or stocking fillers.  
 
Various children’s ‘tree’ books were recommended and for adults the wonderful ‘Around the 
World in 80 Trees’.  
 
Members were encouraged to visit the TWTW’s Facebook page, to ‘follow’ and ‘like’ articles 
so that information regarding the group can be distributed and shared with members friends.  
 
Ink Cartridges. Thank you for bringing along your empty ink cartridges which will be used for 
raising funds for the STWN.  
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Last but not least, a massive thank you to all the Tree Wardens who have tirelessly watered 
the new Street Trees over the very dry summer period.  Particular thanks to Gill 
Bockmeulen, Geoff Hewitt, Gillian Hein and Adrian Allen.  
 


