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The Autumn brought more challenges for Surrey County Council in terms of savings 
targets-just for this financial year. These amount to just over £106million before April.  

It’s the highest amount any Council has ever and to save in one year-on top of the 
previous £540m over the past seven years, and there’s no doubt that services will be 
severely impacted. 

This week saw the close of five Consultations about services. These include Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities provision/Transport, Libraries, Re-Cycling 
Centres, subsidised bus travel and Children’s Centres-the results will be known 
soon. No one wants to lose services, but despite repeated requests the money 
Surrey receives from Government doesn’t match the ever-increasing demand. I hope 
people took advantage and had their say. 

We have an ever ageing population who need more and more expensive care, we 
have many more young people with Special needs, and hundreds more additional 
school places are needed. The list goes on. 

That said, the major worry for many people is the roads, and much more money has 
been spent mending potholes, and where possible re-surfacing sections of roads-
again it’s a question of money v need, but I’m pleased that some of my requests 
have been agreed and Dorking Road and Chequers Lane in Walton on the Hill have 
seen sections replaced. The County Council is catching up with the thousands of 
holes in the highway, but as we received about half of the funding we should, its 
never going to be a satisfactory position for us. 

However, I’ve been able to secure funding from my Members Allocation for 
Community Projects in Preston-for youth services, Tadworth Cricket Club for 
children’s Cricket and security of their Pavilion, Walton on the Hill Warriors FC  for kit 
for children’s football, and renovating an historic fingerpost in Tadworth. I’ve also 
supported the TWRA in tree-planting, tidying up and renovating an area in Shelvers 
Hill and Tadworth in Bloom for the next year. I’ve also replaced two Salt bins in 
Burgh Heath and agreed to find the money replace some stolen paviours in 
Tadworth Park-yes stolen! 

Next year I may have £5,000 for Community Projects and about £7,500 for minor 
highways projects in our area, so am willing to hear from applicants if they want 
more detail-remembering this is April onwards. 



I spend time each month out and about with the local Highways Officer, checking 
work has been reported and completed. This includes pavements, foliage cutting 
back, and damaged signs, etc. 

 

Additionally, I take quite a lot of time driving and walking around the area to see for 
myself what’s going on, including looking at prospective building developments from 
a Highways view, and I’ve even done an unofficial ‘Speedcheck’ locally to investigate 
complaints. 

Back to the finances and again good news that I’ve managed to negotiate the 
sponsorship of next years Junior Citizens Events-designed to keep our children safe-
with Sutton and East Surrey Water (SES). This is in addition to a six figure sum that 
they are now paying SCC in recompense for the shambolic works last year on the 
A217  after my intervention and repeated complaints. 

 

My own position within the County Council has changed again from Deputy Cabinet 
Member to now Chairman of the Select Committee dealing with Adult Social Care 
and Lifelong Learning-the biggest budget in the Council, and dealing with some of 
the most vulnerable people in Surrey. 

 

I hope people can see the efforts made on their behalf and see that the challenges 
are far wiser than potholes, which serious though they are, they are being 
addressed.  

But residents can help by reporting highway defects of any kind, either by  phone, e-
mail, direct on-line on an interactive map, and in each case they will get a reference 
number that I can chase up. 

 

I will finish by wishing everyone a very Happy and healthy New Year and look 
forward to working on your behalf throughout 2019. 

Jeff. Harris 

County Councillor 

Tadworth, (Including Preston), Walton on the Hill, Kingswood, (including Burgh 
Heath). 


