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Introduction 
 

Since election a local Borough Councilor  for the ward of Tadworth & Walton in May 2017, I have tried 
to work hard to repay the trust given to  me by you , the Residents.  There are Local Council elections  
in May 2019 at which I will not be standing for re-election and so this  will represent the end of my 
time in this role. It has been my  honor and privilege to serve our local community  and it is with mixed 
emotions that I have decided not to stand.  The time commitment involved has been huge and given  
at the expense of spending time with my young family and work commitments. I hope that I may be 
able to stand for election in the future when these pressures have eased a little. 

This will therefore be my last update and  so it also includes a record of the more prominent issues I 
have been involved in during  my brief time as your local Councilor. There are numerous ongoing 
initiatives such as parking changes, Walton Pond regeneration, the Howard Close Pavilion & 
Playground project  and full recycling  for our local schools  which I will continue to work for and 
support in a private capacity. 

I will not be disappearing from village life and hope to stay in contact with you via St Peters Church, 
the Walton Forum (WF), Tadworth & Walton Residents Association (TWRA) and various other village 
groups. 

Thank you for your support and encouragement. 

 

Kind Regards  , George.  
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Items Arising    
• I have submitted an application on behalf of Walton in Bloom (WIB) for my £500 2018/19 Cllrs 

award. This money  will be spent on hanging baskets for the village and additional ironworks 
including   a metal three pronged hanging basket stand to be installed near the entrance to 
Howard Close and the ‘Welcome to Walton’ sign.  // Funds received by the WF and about to 
be deployed by WIB. 

• Boundary Changes. The Local Government Boundary Commission (LGBC) has published its 
recommendations. The current ward boundaries of Tadworth and Walton will be increased to 
include Lower Kingwood. Please see  my update in Appendix A for the full details.  

• The Community Payback Team have been a welcome presence in our village since I first 
engaged them for the new benches at Howard Close. A full detail of their works (Walton Pond 
gully & bank clearance, Howard Close benches & footpath clearance) can be found in 
Appendix C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• 6th Form School Debate Competition.  On the 12th of October  I organised a pilot debate, 

hosted in the Reigate Council chamber , on the topic of mental health issues facing young 
people. This event allowed the Council to gain valuable insights from younger residents and 
will hopefully help to counter a perceived,   or actual,  lack of engagement of younger  
members of our community in local politics.  The Mayor of Reigate and Banstead, who opened 
the event, has offered to forward an output document of the students concerns , thoughts 
and action items to local  MP Sam Gyimah who is the current Minister of State for Education 
for his feedback. // MP Sam Gyimah is no longer in this post and alternate avenues are being 
explored. 

• Walton Pond. I have been in discussions with the Horley Piscatorial Society (HPS) who manage 
various ponds in the Borough on behalf of Reigate Council. The HPS  have extensive experience 
and the capacity to remove unwanted additions to the pond such as terrapins and fish-tank 
contents.  I await their feedback on the recent Surrey Wildlife report which the Council 
commissioned and their upcoming site visit. 
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• School Recycling. I have been approached by Walton School to look into the lack of recycling 
options currently available to them. At the end of February I have a meeting with the Portfolio 
Holder for Waste Services  at the Council’s Earlswood Depot to see what can be offered. This 
is an issue for all schools within our Borough and offers an exciting opportunity for change. 

Items Ongoing   
• Walton Pond. Under the umbrella  of the Walton Forum a  Mere Pond working group was 

established comprising David Larner, Robert Justice , myself and other local residents and Cllrs   
to liaise with, assist and inform  the Council Green Spaces team. Please see Appendix B for a 
full update. 

• Single Use Plastics . On Thursday 26th of July with colleague Cllr Richard Coad I delivered a 
motion to Full Council in Reigate promoting a reduction in use of plastics and other single use 
items within the Council, local businesses, schools and by individuals within the borough. The 
full details of this motion can be found here : 
https://reigate-
banstead.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=136&MId=203&Ver=4 
 
This motion was agreed by the executive in October and is currently being implemented. I 
look forward to seeing the impact these changes will make. 
 

• Raven Community Hub.  I am not involved in this Raven Housing Trust initiative  but will be 
volunteering my time to support some of the Thursday Tadworth sessions. I think it is an 
excellent idea and should be publicised widely. The local  drop-in sessions run on Thursdays 
10am-2pm  at Merland Rise Church and aim to assist residents with digital skills, check 
entitlement to benefits, provide support for those seeking work and give assistance in 
assessing  housing options.   
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Tadworth Business Network (TBN) 
 

Having set up the TBN Facebook page and Twitter accounts there is an ongoing  process of adding all 
of our high-street and non high-street businesses so that we have a complete directory. I have visited 
those  businesses who are unfamiliar with social media and set up their pages and connected them to 
the TBN. Please do get in touch to be listed.   

https://www.facebook.com/Tadworth-Business-Network-221127495067907/ 

 

The aims of the TBN Facebook  page and Twitter accounts are: 

• To increase footfall to our local  shops via social media activities  
• To be a directory of all local businesses  
• To act   as an open  communication channel between  businesses and customers 
• To provide a business discussion / networking  group  

Current Statistics:  The TBN Facebook page has 350 followers and 70 businesses listed in the 
directory with  220 members of the separate TBN social networking group.  

In June 2018, with Sally Nethercott and April Knell, I was delighted to help organise the  successful , 

inaugural TBN village showcase event, thank you to all those business who  displayed their wears and 

villagers who attended. Look out for the 2019 event ! 
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Cllr Annual Community  Award 
Each Borough Cllr for  Tadworth & Walton has £500 to spend on community projects within the local 
area. Last financial year (2017/18) I  split my £500  award between Dyscover, Tadworth Primary 
schools speed awareness campaign  and fixing the knee rail at Howard Close. My application on behalf 
of Walton in Bloom for the £500 2018/19 Cllrs award has been approved and received. The funds will 
be spent on hanging baskets for the village and additional ironworks including   a metal three pronged 
hanging basket stand to be installed near the entrance to Howard Close and the ‘Welcome to Walton’ 
sign. 
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20 is Plenty & Parking 
 

• http://www.waltononthehill.20splentyforus.org.uk/      
Please sign up and show your support for a change of speed limit in Walton on the Hill , outside 
our primary school. 

• Bollards & Yellow Lines - Following a meeting with the Walton Primary Headmaster and Cllr J 
Harris and number of issues were discussed. It has been agreed  that the Local Committee 
(Surrey + R&B) re-instating an additional bollard to prevent cars mounting the kerb at a key 
location and the yellow school warning lines be re-painted.  //The bollard has now been 
installed and the yellow warning  zizgzags outside the school as well as the other yellow lines 
and parking bays along Walton Street.. 

• The Walton & Tadworth schools to consider Community & Junior Speed watch & Junior 
Parking Wardens.  

• ‘20 is plenty’ speed awareness posters designed by pupils and laminated are to be displayed 
outside Walton Primary & Tadworth Primary at the start of the new School Term. // Currently 
on hold pending Surrey agreement. Large banners deployed as an interim measure. 

• Having successfully moved through the local committee process and gone out to advert in the 
Surrey Mirror further petitions have been circulated to traders to show local support for the 
changes. Todds Barbers, Four You & Kays wish to change some of our all-day bays to timed 
bays to stop persistent all day parking. Our businesses owners state that this is preventing 
them from benefiting from passing trade, especially at peak times in the morning and 
afternoons.  // This lengthy process is now at and end with the changes approved and bays 
marked out. I hope these changes will ‘go live’ in March 2019. 
The full details of all changes locally can be found here : 
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/parking/local-news-and-updates/reigate-
and-banstead/reigate-and-banstead-201718-parking-review 
 

• 20 is plenty – Following a discussion with Surrey Officers in Walton regarding changes to 
bollards, yellow lines and parking restrictions (currently on advert with the Surrey Mirror and 
petitions distributed to traders) outside Walton Primary School, the possibility of having a 
speed test for the section of high street between Walton Pond chicane and Gun Corner was 
raised. If this test is actioned and the average speed is found to be 24 mph or lower,  it may 
be possible to have a 20 mph limit  for this section of Walton Street. The cost of the test is 
£180, but  as the Surrey testing allocation has been spent  for this financial year  it was 
suggested that the Walton Forum could pay should finance be a sticking point. I will pursue 
this line of enquiry and assist Cllr Harris in this regard.  // Surrey CC Offer received dated 20/06 
to undertake a speed test for £180.  
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Meade Court Carpark  
In order to improving the visual  appeal , safety and cleanliness of Meade Court Carpark in Walton I 
have instigated an  annual maintenance program , which I hope will be continued by future Local 
Councillors. I have also appealed for funds to reorganise the carpark, potentially adding  an additional 
five or six spaces by removing some of the wasted space.  There are currently no funds available for 
this project but I hope that local groups such as the Walton Forum & TWRA can progress this in coming 
months. 

Meade Court Carpark Before  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meade Court Carpark After  
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Bike Marking  
 

In conjunction with our local primary schools and Reigate and Banstead Police I have  organized two   
bike marking events, the first  at Walton School  and a second at Tadworth Primary school. Both  events 
were considered   successful with over 100 items (bikes & Scooters) marked at each session. I expect 
this type of event to replicated at other schools in the Borough by Council colleagues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is hoped that all items marked will be registered  on the  https://www.immobilise.com/  website, 
along with any other household  items of value, to help the  Police identify the owners of recovered 
property, combat the sale of stolen gadgets & valuables and simplify  insurance claims and Police 
reports with certificates of ownership. 
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Community Defib & Gun Corner  
 

I have been working with  the Gun Corner Walton Forum subcommittee , headed up by Lin Ferg and 
Jean Bye to support the regeneration of this village focal point. Money for this extensive project was 
raised via an application I made on behalf of the project to  R&B Council’s Community Improvement 
Fund (£5,000),  additional support from Pfizer (£2,500) and the balance from Walton Forum funds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Red Telephone Kiosk for Gun Corner and defib has now been installed!! The area has been re-
landscaped to fabulous effect. 

• Two replacement heritage grit bins were ordered with funds raised by the Walton Forum. I 
have obtained appropriate licences from Surrey CC and installed and filled them with help 
from our neighbours. One is located opposite Gun Corner and a second is on The Green. 

• A  wooden  ‘finger post’ road sign on Gun Corner (a copy of the original 1950’s sign) has been 
proposed to  replace the  modern metal sign. This has now been agreed in principle by Surrey 
Highways dept. and we await final confirmation of details. 
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• Following a recent acclimatisation session at the Riddell Hall Lin Ferg is organising further First 
Aid training and  an emergency response system for the village which I hope to be part of. 
Please contact Lin or the Walton Forum for details 

Howard Close  
 

The Howard Close Residents Association, Walton Forum, Walton Warriors FC (who have provided 
detailed possible pitch size analysis)  and Local Cllrs have formed  a working group to rejuvenate the 
Council playground, pavilion  and surrounding area at this location. Following conversations with the 
Council it is likely that we will be able to bring forward the Councils own renovation program to 
2019/20 and with local fundraising make the most of this community facility. 

It is noted that a similar playground project, supported by the Council, Local Residents and businesses 
was undertaken in Mickleham with great success. 

Currently under the umbrella of the Walton Forum and Jane Gandy we  have talked to all interested 
parties and I have collated a ‘wish list’ and provided this to the Councils Green spaces team for 
consideration. Once more details are available  they will be provided to Residents via the Forum for 
review. This ambitious  undertaking and will require local fundraising plus  applications to various 
bodies for funding such as the FA and National Lottery  etc.  
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Council, Committees and  Attendance Record 
 

As well as Full Council meetings I am a member of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee, my 
attendance record is publically available on the Council website and it shows 100% attendance for 
both through me elected period. 

 

http://www.reigate-
banstead.gov.uk/info/20319/borough_councillors/337/councillor_attendance_at_meetings 

 

Contact  
 

Please feel free to contact me with regard to any of the above mentioned issues and bring any matters 
arising to my attention: 

 

Cllr George Curry 

Address: c/o Town Hall, Reigate & Banstead Borough Council, Castlefield Road, REIGATE RH2 0SH 

Email: Cllr.Curry@reigate-banstead.gov.uk 

Telephone : 07538 518406 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/GRCurry/ 

Twitter: @george_curry 
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Dear Residents , 

There are many community initiatives within our busy village and I would like to take this opportunity 

to highlight recent and ongoing action items relating to improving the visual amenity of Walton Pond 

and the current extremely low water levels which  are of particular concern to us all at this time. 

Following the February Walton Village Forum (WVF) meeting where I updated villagers on the various 

Surrey Wildlife Trust surveys and pond management plan commissioned by Reigate & Banstead  

Council I suggested that a Walton Forum Pond Sub-committee be  formed. This sub-committee  

headed by villagers David Larner and  Robert Justice (a committee which has now been very much 

expanded with local volunteers)  has been meeting regularly with Council Rangers and   Councillors    

and has resulted in an excellent report by David and Robert which has been circulated to WVF 

members. Future work at Walton pond, specified and agreed between the village and Council  includes 

landscaping of the banks, tree reduction (a mature willow tree can consume 100 gallons of water per 

day during summer months, which clearly  does not help water levels !) , weed reduction and aquatic 

life management.  Taking advantage of the low water levels a number of weed reduction ‘action days’ 

have already taken place, coordinated by  Jane Gandey with the enthusiastic assistance of many 

villagers and the generous help of Walton Heath Golf Club  who made their heavy machinery available 

and removed huge quantities of unwanted weed and silt.  Keen eyed villagers may have spotted a fire 

engine at Walton Pond at the end of July,  Jane Gandey arranged for the fire brigade to re-oxygenate 

the water to assist the fish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Source  - SES monthly regional rainfall survey. 

There are many theories as to the ways Walton Pond is fed and what has contributed to  the recent 

low water levels , I would be pleased to hear from villagers on this subject.   Other than rainwater it is 

commonly understood that Walton Pond is (should be)  fed by two ponds to the rear of the Bell pub 

on Withybed Corner. The gulley’s and pipes which run from  these ponds to Walton Pond have been 

cleared by the Council, along with the road water drain opposite the Spaghetti Tree restaurant and 

the large diameter pipe collecting rain water from Sandlands Road. As you will note from SES rainfall 

data, it has been an usually dry few months and so the effect of clearing and unblocking  these various 

inlets is yet to be realised. When the rain comes, which surely it must , in conjunction  with the various 

measures described above,  I am hopeful that the pond water levels will over time return to more 

‘normal’ levels . Should this not be the case I know we will all pull together and find the solution.    

Kind Regards,  Cllr George Curry. 
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Dear Residents, 

Many of you will have heard about the recent  changes made  to Reigate and Banstead Borough 
Councils ward boundaries by the Local Government Boundary Commission (LGBCE) .  

Who are the LGBCE I hear you ask !? Well, the LGBCE is responsible for reviewing local authority 
electoral arrangements, defining boundaries for local elections and the number of councillors to 
be elected, as well as conducting reviews of councils’ external boundaries and structures. The 
LGBCE is an independent body set up by Parliament, it is not part of government or any political party.  

How did this happen ? What  was the  purpose ? What is the outcome ? I will  attempt an 
explanation, provide some  background detail on the process and  highlight the key changes to 
the  ward of Tadworth & Walton. 

To cut a long story short, the ward of Tadworth and Walton has been increased in size to include 
Lower Kingswood and the total number of Borough Councillors sitting at Reigate and Banstead 
has been reduced from 51 to 45.  

The new ward boundaries are marked in red versus the original blue boundaries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The new ward of Tadworth, Walton and Lower Kingswood will be represented by three 
Councillors , as is currently the case in Tadworth and Walton. As your local councillors will be 
responsible for a larger area,  they will have to work a bit harder, but going  forward , hopefully 
you  won’t notice much difference at all in Walton. The changes shouldn’t affect the level of 
service you receive from your local councillors and there are no changes in the way  you interact 
with the Council . 

The main purpose of the change to ward boundaries is to ensure electoral equality throughout 
the Borough, i.e. to equalise the number of electors each Councillor represents,  and takes in to 
account future housing development plans and population growth.  

The LGBCE also made a recommendation that Reigate & Banstead should be represented by 45 
borough councillors,  reduced from  current number of 51. The Council proposed that changes in 
the functions of the Council and in its governance meant that fewer councillors than previously 
are needed in order to manage the Council’s activities and services. Also, increases in the use of 
technology by councillors and by residents  has facilitated more efficient engagement and 
communication. The LGBC looked at evidence provided by the Council and concluded that the 
Council can carry out its roles and responsibilities effectively with a reduction of six councillors. 

 The changes which have now been implemented were part of a three stage process: 

 30/01/18 - 09/04/18 Public Consultation on new boundaries 

 05/06/18 - 13/08/18 Public Consultation on draft recommendations 
 02/10/18 - Final recommendations published 

 

and the full details and final recommendations for the Borough can be found on the LGBCE 

website here  : https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/11616 

 

 

Kind Regards 

Cllr George Curry 

 

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/11616
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December 2018  - Community Service 

 

The keen-eyed amongst you may have spotted supervised teams  of young men and women carrying 
out useful works in our community ; this is the Kent, Surrey and Sussex Community Rehabilitation 
Company  (KSSCRC) in action. 

 

The KSSCRC has a statutory duty to deliver a range of services to people who have been sentenced 
by the courts to either custodial or community supervision and who are classed as low to medium risk 
offenders. These rehabilitation services  help people who have committed crimes to aspire, achieve 
and make sustainable changes to their lives. The overall aim is to  reduce reoffending and engender in 
them a sense of community. 

I first came into  contact with KSSCRC in summer 2018 when looking for help to secure benches 
provided by Surrey Family Services at Howard Close. The KSSCRC team  were a pleasure to deal with 
arriving  punctually on the designated day and working diligently under the supervision  of experienced 
team leaders. All we had to provide were the consumables; including  cement , sand and  ironworks.  

 

Following this first successful interaction , with the help of suggestions from local residents we put 
together a list of other areas the KSSCRC might be able  to help with. In   September , the KSSCRC 
were cleaning footpaths in Walton , including the heavily overgrown footpath between Chequers Lane 
and the back of Howard Close. 

As I have previously written, this year Walton Pond has been one area of focus for me, the Council and 
many committed villagers, so naturally I wanted to see how the KSSCRC could help us here. The team 
have been to Walton pond on three separate occasions,  clearing and unblocking gullies as well as 
ridding  large areas of bank from bramble and scrub. 

I think it’s only fair to allow other wards in the Borough to benefit from the KSSCRC but they have 
assured me they will return towards the end of winter to strip and paint the railings around the pond as 
well as the white ‘Welcome to Walton’ wooden gates nearby.  

I would like to take this opportunity to  offer a public vote of thanks to the KSSCRC team and the young 
people who have worked so hard in our village. I  hope their time spent serving the community 
contributes to positive outcomes in the future and wish them well. 

Kind Regards , Cllr George Curry .  
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