
 Tadworth and Walton Residents Association 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
                                             Chinthurst School, 15th May, 2019 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 
1. Present: Chairman Clive Elcome 
 

Vice Chairman Gillian Hen 
 

Treasurer Robin Parr-Davies 
 

Secretary Gillian Bockmeulen 
 

Committee Patricia Brookwick, 
Mike Fox 

 
Councillors Jeff Harris (SCC) 

Rachel Turner 
Rod Ashford 

 
Apologies: Mr. and Ms. Foster, Ann Liddle, Geoff Hewitt, Jamie Paul, Frankie Gray,  
Chris Gillett, Peter Bright,  Laura Polo, Bob Gardner (SCC) 
 
Clive Elcome, Chairman opened the,meeting by welcoming residents, Councillors and 
Committee members to the A.G.M.  He welcomed the two speakers, Lorraine Spindler and 
Marcus Slegg and also thanked Guilia Kelly and the Staff of Chinthust, especially Andy,  for 
allowing us to hold our meeting at the school and finally, Michael Everitt for printing documents 
for the meeting. 
 
He also wished to thank Mo Atkins for her help and announced details of  the Defibrillator 
Information Meeting to be held at Christ Church Walton on 21st May, at 7.30 p.m. 
 
2. Lorraine Spindler:   Spies in Surrey 
 
Lorraine is Chairman of the local History Society and gave a brief but extremely informative talk 
about spies in Surrey,  giving some historical background to events in the 19th Century but 
mainly concentrating on spying activity prior to and during the last war.  She explained the 
historical fear of invasion by Germany before the First World War and gave the audience facts 
about events leading up to the Second World War.  Headley has a significant part to play, 
especially a property, Bellasis which became a training centre for spies.  Many Czechs in exile 
lived there and in Putney and two spies in particular, Jan Kubis and Josef Gabcik were 



subsequently parachuted into Germany and were responsible for the assassination of Hitler’s 
third in command, Heydrich.   Sadly 30,000 people were killed in revenge for this killing.  She 
also reported that some of the Monument Men, those responsible for tracing works of art which 
had been stolen by the Nazis, were also trained there.  The S.O.E also had a centre here. 
Ms. Spindler has written two books and research much of the information presented at this 
meeting. 
 
3. Marcus Slegg: The History of Finger Posts 
 
Marcus is at present working on the Finger Post that is to replaced at the Tadworth Crossroads. 
He has extensive knowledge of the history of finger posts and started his talk by explaining why 
these posts were created.  In the 16th/17th century cross roads had no information forcing  
carriage drivers to slow down to determine which route to take.  This made them vulnerable to 
attack by highwaymen,.   By having a tall information post they could travel without having to 
stop.   The Turnpike Act forced all junctions to have a finger post. 
 
Marcus explained that posts varied in design and style in different areas of the country.  He then 
described how our Fingerpost is being designed and manufactured having taken the profile of 
our sign from a 1907 sign in Leigh.  Many of the modern signs are not fit for purpose and do not 
last long if knocked or hit by traffic.   He also informed the meeting that villages now wish to 
have signs in order to  differentiate them from urban areas and define their boundaries. 
 
He was asked who pays and explained that normally the parish councils pay but ours is being 
paid for by the TWRA and generous support from Surrey County Council. 
 
4. Mike Fox: 
 
Mike Fox is actively involved in several organisations in our community.  He is Chairman of 
TWOAT, Chairman of Surrey Neighbourhood Watch and Membership Secretary of the TWRA. 
 
TWOAT: 
 
He explained that TWOAT, a local charity supports various overseas projects and highlighted 
the support it gives to provide lunch for refugee children from Myanmar, financial support to 
treat children in Africa suffering from Jigger Flea Infections - it costs only 60p to treat each child 
and prevents an infection which can cause a child to lose a leg.  TWOAT also supports the work 
of an epilepsy outreach hospital in Tanzania. 
 
On 31st May and 8th June there will be two John Allinson Memorial walk and an Auction of 
Promises is to be held on 29th June at St. John’s Church Hall. 
 
 
 



Police: 
 
Gavin Stevens as been appointed the new Chief Constable and has been touring the county to 
discuss police policy.  Mike gave the meeting statistics about missing persons showing an 
increase and explained the police are seeking up to 16 missing persons every day.   He did 
report that often sightings are reported using social media platforms.  He also reported an 
increase in domestic violence attacks 4,500 in 2012 and 9,000 in 2018.  Cases of rape had 
increased from 238 in 2012 to 900 in 2018 but this increase might be due to the fact that these 
are now being reported to the police,   30 people are taken into custody each day.  Mike 
explained the 80% of the additional council tax element for policing will go to the frontline. 
As part of crime prevention the new Police Chief wants two youth crime prevention officers in 
each borough. 
 
Mike drew attention to the Police.UK website which details crime in each area of the country. 
He invited residents to collect Neighbourhood Watch stickers to deter unwanted callers. 
 
4. Minutes and Matters Arising: 
 
Robin Parr-Davies explained that following requests for volunteers to run the Beavers and Cubs 
in Walton, the Beavers were now successfully operating but the Cub Pack, having started was 
now unable to continue due to a lack of leaders and he asked if anyone was willing to get 
involved. 
 

Proposed: George Lillington Seconded: Peter Bransby-Zachary 
 
5. Chairman’s Report:   Clive Elcome 
 
Clive introduced members of the Committee and introduced new members, George Curry, 
formerly Walton Councillor.  Richard Harris who was unable to attend will advise the Committee 
on Walton Planning matters and Jeff Temple, again unable to attend will join the Committee and 
is an expert on footpaths and the laws surrounding them.  He announced that two members, 
Jayne Nallen and Marilyn Ridgewell who had been advising on Walton planning matters have 
left the committee together with John Smith and Bernard Conn. 
 
He explained briefly what the TWRA does and expects to do in the future. 
 
Reporting on WHGC he informed the meeting that a planning application was expected as the 
Club wishes to relocate its clubhouse to the area formerly known as Beecham’s Field although it 
is understood there may be a delay until June/July..  This was largely due to the fact that its 
members wish to vote on any proposal, are concerned about funding for the project, and other 
issues.  Clive explained that when the application is submitted the TWRA will hold a public 
meeting to determine how our members wish us to respond  The golf club committee will be 
invited to this meeting to answer questions. 



 
 
Clive reported that Janet Hill from R. and B.  had died before Christmas and was remembered 
for her contribution to various activities in our community - local plans for Tadworth and Walton, 
the MUGA, and above all, the creation of the Jubilee Woodland.  A memorial bench is to be 
installed by the Council in the Woodland and the TWRA will plant a Cherry Tree in her memory 
too.   There will be a planting event on 26th June when Council staff will attend to plant bulbs 
etc. 
 
Clive reported that R and B Enforcement were having more success with issues in our area and 
cited the issues in Sturts Lane where illegal activity has been taking place. 
 
Patricia Brookwick was introduced to the meeting and Clive explained that she had been activity 
involved in getting 110 trees planted in Tadworth and Walton, had been largely responsible for 
getting the improvements to Shelvers Hill and the upcoming Tadworth in Bloom project which 
has been supported by our Councillors and local traders. 
 
The Carols in the Woodland event had been marred by the weather last December but will  
take place again this year. 
 
He was delighted to announce that Gillian Hein, had been given a Volunteer of the Year Award 
by Surrey County Council and had attended the presentation in April.  Gillian had applied for 
and been successful in getting a £10,500 award from the Government ‘s  Pocket Park Scheme 
for play equipment and some plants in the Jubilee Woodland. 
 
Clive regretted that we do not reach younger members of the community but George Curry has 
been involved in establishing a social media platform which it is hoped will help to address this. 
He concluded by thanking all the Councillors for the support they give the TWRA in its work and 
announced that he will not be standing for reelection next year. 
 
7. Retiring Councillors: 
 
George Curry:   
 
 George thanked thanked the residents and the Committee for all their help during his time as a 
Councillor and he thanked Rachel and Vic for their support. 
 
Vic Broad; 
 
Vic explained that he had been a Councillor for 12 years, 6 as Leader and during his time R. 
and B. had been voted best local Borough in the country and had no debts for which he was 
proud. During his time was he was pleased to have been behind the creation of the Jubilee 



Woodland, The Tadworth Leisure Centre, the JET Team and especially proud that our Borough 
had been amongst the first to offer 10 refugees a place to live. 
 
He emphasised the need for the community to pull together and paid tribute to Rachel who had 
given him so much help and support as a Councillor. 
 
8. Treasurer’s Report: Robin Parr-Davies 
 
Copies of the Financial Report were available at the meeting. 
 
Robin also explained that he wishes to resign from this position next year. 
 
He explained that a new Agreement for the Jubilee Woodland is being drawn up with R and B 
Borough Council and its account, although separate, will be looked after by the TWRA. 
 
He outlined income and expenditure for the year.  The new trees have cost £25,772.  between 
2015-2018. 
 
Accounts show a balance of £21,314.   Copies of the Accounts will be available on the website. 
 
Jubilee Woodland Account: 
 
There is a balance of £5,524 with expenditure of £95.  The current a balance of £5,429.  There 
is an additional £10,500 which is being held by and Banstead Borough Council for the  
play equipment to be purchased this Summer. 
 
He was asked why the Blue Spruce tree in Walton cost so much and Patricia explained that 
Residents had requested a larger tree which could be decorated at Christmas and the variety  
is much more expensive than the trees we have already planted.  It was also felt that the  
majority have been planted in Tadworth where there are numerous verges.  Unfortunately there 
are few in Walton although we will investigate if trees can be planted in pavements although this 
is a much more expensive process. 
 
9. Election of Independent Accounts Examiner, Chris Jenkins 
 

Proposed: Rachel Turner Seconded:  MIke  Fox 
 
10. Jubilee Woodland and Planning: Gillian Hein 
 
Gillian invited residents to visit the Jubilee Woodland to see the work being carried out.  She 
also reported that the weather had spoilt the Carols event this year and also added her thanks 
to Vic for setting up the Jubilee Woodland and  chairing the Jubilee Woodland Management 
Committee. 



 
On planning matters she reported she had been involved with the Council Management Plan 
and hoped it would be adopted soon.  The Core Strategy Plan is 5 years old and will have to be 
reviewed in order to take in the new government requirements on additional housing provision. 
 
She and others on the Committee had met the new developers of the Kitlands site and said that 
the former Bramley School will open as a school for Autistic children in September.  Back land 
development in Shelvers Way continues and there had been a proposed development of 32 
units at 15, The Avenue but no further information is available at present.  
 
Gillian reported that there is a trend to develop without planning permission, ii.e. larger 
structures than permitted and extra dwellings in garages.  Enforcement have been involved with 
issues at Sturts Lane, Harpurs and Lywood Close. 
 
She thanked Jeff Harris and Rachel for their help with planning matters. 
 
Reporting on WHGC she also reported that it is understood that some of its members had 
concerns about the proposed move for the club house, including costings and if the existing 
clubhouse could be renovated or a crossing on the Dorking Road be considered which would be 
a cheaper option.  A meeting of club members is to take place on 24th May. 
 
She mentioned that the Legal and General Site may  become a Continuing Care Village. 
 
11. Tadworth Trees, Tadworth in Bloom and Tree Wardens: Patricia Brookwick 
 
Patricia announced that One-Stop had contributed £1,000 and had also raised £360 with a raffle 
for the Tadworth in Bloom project.  She explained that the flower baskets will be installed in 
June and will be maintained, watered and fed through the Summer until September.  Although 
initial cost is high, this included the infrastructure and future costs would be less if the project is 
a success and continues in the future. 
 
There are now ten tree wardens who water and maintain the trees we have already planted. 
She explained that SCC has not planted any trees since 2004.   30 more trees are scheduled to 
be planted in November/December and she also said that any donations are welcome for this  
Project. 
 
She was asked if residents could dedicate a tree and replied that this was being considered. 
 
There are 38 stumps at present, 15 have been removed and she thanked Jeff Harris for 
providing funding to assist in the removal, Surrey County Council fells trees but does not 
remove the stumps. 
 



She reported that we have requested information on when trees are to be felled and the 
reasons for doing so but unfortunately Surrey C.C. are not forthcoming with this information.   It 
is now the intention of the tree Warden to catalogue all our street trees, noting condition etc. 
 
She was asked if we could put T.P.O.’s on trees and she advised these can be checked on the 
Council website. 
 
 Phase 1 of the Shelvers Hill project is complete and it is hoped to carry out the next stage to 
improve the appearance of the area and reinstate the verge..  She thanked Jeff Harris for his 
support in this work. 
 
12. Election of the Committee 
 
Vic was invited to propose the election of the Committee en bloc. 
 

Proposed   Peter Bransby-Zachary Seconded: Jeff Harris 
 
13. Councillors Reports: 
 
Councillor Jeff Harris: 
 
Jeff reported he had provided some funds for the Tadworth Cricket Club to help encourage 
young players.  He had given support to the Walton Warriors and it was hoped to start a Boxing 
Club soon.  He had also been involved in providing some funding for the Shelvers Hill 
improvement scheme and also providing some funding for the Tadworth Finger Post.  He 
announced he does have some funds available for local projects and invited residents to make 
suggestions where monies could be used in the future. 
 
He reported that he had spent time  with dealing with the problems relating to the A217 closures 
etc and SCC had managed to get some money from the water company due to the Overrun 
Levy scheme. 
 
He also thanked the Committee for their help. 
 
Councillor Rachel Turner: 
 
Rachel briefly outlined the boundary changes which have taken place and explained our Ward 
is now the largest in the Borough.  She has now been re-elected together with Councillors 
Jamie Paul and Rod Ashford from Lower Kingswood. 
 
She gave redtails about the recent sale of Epsom Hospital land where it is proposed to build 25 
flats on the hospital site.  The hospital is performing well and is within the top 9 hospitals in the 
country. 



 
Surrey Borders has opened a unit to help young people with mental health issues and this is 
well attended. 
 
She wished to thank David Larner and others for all their help in improving and clearing Meare 
Pond. 
 
She concluded by thanking the TWRA Committee for their help, especially Gillian for all her 
assistance and expertise on planning matters.  She also wished to thank Vic with special thanks 
for his help with the work on Jubilee Woodland. 
 
Councillor Ashford: 
 
Councillor Ashford outlined the issues he deals with in Lower Kingswood.  He explained that  
a site near the end of the A217 has been designated a site for travellers which has raised 
concerns by the local residents. 
 
There have been issues with a section of land in Chipstead Lane where trees were removed 
and earth works carried out. 
 
Fidelity are intending to increase the number of employees to 600 which will increase traffic etc. 
 
14. A.O.B. 
 
The Committee was asked if the Lower Kingswood Residents Association should join with the 
TWRA.  It was explained that Committee Members will attend each others meeting and Minutes 
will be circulated for information 
 
Concern was raised about traffic speeding from Tadworth to Walton and Jeff Harris suggested a 
Community Speed Watch be considered and information was available on the SCC website. 
Mo Atkins proposed a vote of thanks for all the work carried out by the TWRA Committee. 
 
Clive closed the meeting by thanking all residents who had attended. 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.20 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


