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Walton Heath Land Exchange 

Update 
 
Following a number of reminders, a meeting was held in early January with Kathy 
O’Leary, Deputy Chief Executive. and  Michael Graham , Head of Legal Services, 
representing Reigate and Banstead Council, and Clive Elcome, Chairman , Robin Parr-
Davies, Treasurer,  Gillian Hein, Vice chairman all of the Residents Association, and 
Catalina Vassallo-Bonner, Secretary of the Banstead and District Federation of  
Residents Associations. 
 
The purpose of the meeting was to firstly discuss the processes leading up to the 
deregistration of part of Walton Heath and see if there were lessons which could be 
learned should a similar situation arise in future, and secondly to investigate progress 
with the proposed Environmental Management Plans for the exchange lands. 
 
The Council officers had been provided with background documentation and so were 
aware of issues such as the signing of the Deed of Variation, the Council’s position as 
holder of Rights of Common, and its role in the public inquiry into deregistration. 
 
From the residents’ point of view, it was a helpful and productive meeting. Kathy 
O’Leary promised that in future, with any decision - making in respect of  Walton 
Heath, particularly applications to make a Deed of Variation concerning deregistration 
of Common land, the Council would aim to be open and transparent and give early 
consideration to any consultation required. If there were any concerns on matters 
relating to the Heath, the TWRA could approach Kathy O’Leary or colleagues directly. 
 
On the second issue, the Environmental Management Plans, the Golf Club have 
submitted a draft which has been referred to a third party expert to examine. This is 
what we had hoped would happen as there were doubts on whether the Council would 
have the resources to spend the necessary time on the matter. Kathy O’Leary indicated 
that there may be an opportunity for the community to be involved.  She indicated she 
would discuss the matter with Darren Williams who is the council officer dealing with 
the management plan.   
 
In conclusion, all who attended felt it was a constructive meeting. 
 
Subsequently a meeting has been held between Darren Williams and members of the 
Residents Association. We have been informed that he is currently liaising with the 
Downlands Partnership which has been appointed by the Council to look at the 
Management Plans for the two areas of land concerned, namely Beecham’s Field and 
the exchange land on the other side of the motorway. We have also been supplied with 
a copies and will be giving comments to the Council. 


