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Tadworth & Walton Residents’ Association

M
ost residents will agree that the most intractable 

problems affecting our community are congestion on 

our roads, highway safety and parking issues. The worst 

area is probably along the route between Chequers 

Lane and the A217 via Walton Street and Tadworth Street. This 

includes the four schools of Bramley, Walton Primary, Chinthurst and 

Tadworth Primary. Often the congestion is such that emergency 

vehicles cannot get through.

To give a specific example, one of our members has recently written 

to us about the serious problems of parking in relation to Tadworth 

Primary and the danger of accidents involving children. “They park 

where they know they shouldn’t, on yellow lines, on the zig-zag 

outside schools, across pavement letdowns etc. They park on 

roundabouts, on the pavements forcing pushchair/wheelchairs into the 

road in between parked cars, and sadly on more and more occasions 

they become very abusive to local residents who challenge their 

anti-social behaviour.”

The situation is so bad that people, often the elderly and frail, cannot 

park in or near the Heathcote Medical Centre at peak school times.

We will probably be unable to solve these intractable problems but 

we are sure we can come up with some ideas. We will work with our 

ward and county councillors and the local schools, looking at existing 

survey information, traffic signs and parking controls. We already have 

ideas on some improvements which could be made.

 If any of you have expertise in traffic management we would really 

appreciate your assistance. Similarly, if you have identified a particular 

problem which needs investigating or have suggestions for 

improvements, please let us know. We would like to involve as many 

people in the community as possible in getting together a list of 

proposals which we can put before the councils for consideration and, 

hopefully, implementation.

On a slightly different matter, we refer, in relation to the Shelvers 

Way planning application, to the fact that Surrey County Council is the 

highways authority, rather than the Borough Council. If it makes no 

objection to planning applications, the Borough Council cannot object 

on highway grounds. There have been a number of occasions where 

we felt an application should have been refused on grounds of lack of 

parking or highway safety. Several other residents’ associations in the 

northern part of the borough have had similar experiences. We 

therefore plan to assemble information on a number of particular cases 

and see if it is possible to achieve some improvement to the system.

Please help if you can. All ideas and will be gratefully received. 

LOCAL TRAFFIC AND PARKING PROBLEMS ESCALATE

MEETING REGARDING PARKING 
NEAR TADWORTH SCHOOL

Tadworth Primary School
Tuesday 1 November, 7.30pm
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I
n the first half of 2016 our income of 

£4,400 has exceeded our expenditure of 

£2,046, giving the Association a positive 

contribution of £2,354. This is a very 

good result given that at this stage in 2015 

we were showing a loss of £1,762. That 

result did include the last of the legal costs 

associated with the Beecham’s Field issue. 

Our goal for this year’s end is to continue 

this trend of a positive contribution as we 

seek to rebuild our finances. 

Association subscription payments by Bank 

Standing order was, at 27%, slightly ahead of 

last years, (26% at the half year), giving us 

some confidence that the full year will once 

again come out at around 33%. We are very 

grateful to our Road Stewards for the hard 

work they put in, not only to deliver the 

Newsletters but also to collect subscriptions. 

However the more of our Members who 

move to Bank Standing Orders, the more we 

are able to help the hard pressed Road 

Stewards. If any member would like a 

Standing Order form do please let me or a 

member of the Committee know.

Thanks once again to Cllr. Michael Gosling 

as we recently received a substantial donation 

from Surrey County Council of £3,800. This 

will be put towards the continuing ‘Tadworth 

Verges Tree Planting Project’. We are grateful 

to some local residents who have given 

donations towards this project, as we also are 

to Reigate & Banstead Council. We are also 

holding a healthy balance of Pfizer money 

that is earmarked for various projects that 

both the Walton Forum have in mind and for 

the ‘Tadworth Verges Tree Planting Project’.

The Association has made donations during 

the period of £250 each, to Dr. Bruce Osborn, 

towards the costs of his book on Tadworth, 

and to Tadworth Sea Scouts to replace the 

door to their hut.

W
elcome to our Autumn Newsletter. While you will 

be able to read about our varied activities over the 

last few months, there is one issue of particular 

importance. Ask any of our residents about their 

single biggest local concern and almost inevitably the answer will be – 

as it has been for so many years – traffic and parking. We are the first 

to recognise that there are no easy answers; that a solution for one 

raises a problem for another. While we are grateful for the efforts made 

by Councillors through parking reviews and consequent amendment to 

parking restrictions, the fact remains that we still have problems – and 

probably always will have.

With this Newsletter however, we would like to highlight special 

concerns expressed to us in ever increasing numbers of late, relating 

to the safety of children in particular, near Walton Primary, Tadworth 

Primary and Chinthurst Schools. Your Association now offers its services 

to facilitate a full-scale review of traffic flow and parking past these 

three sites. While expert opinions should be sought, your voice is 

equally important: if you have ideas you feel might help, please let us 

know. You can read more on this in Gillian Hein’s front page article.

In this issue you will also read of the response of your Association’s 

response to Reigate & Banstead Borough Council’s Development 

Management Plan which will have impact on us all.

We were extremely sorry to learn of the death of Eileen Childs who 

was our Chairman for a number of years. Our condolences go out to 

her family and friends.

Finally, as ever a word of thanks to Cllrs. Rachel Turner, Victor 

Broad and Mike Gosling who routinely give of their time to attend our 

Committee meetings.

Financial Report Autumn 2016

Chairman’s Report

MICHAEL EVERETT & CO.
Estate Agents • New Homes & Land Property Lettings & Management

61, Walton Street, Walton-on-the-Hill, Surrey, KT20 7RZ
Tel: 01737 814877 Fax: 01737 814860 email: walton@michael-everett.co.uk www.michael-everett.co.uk

By Robin Parr-Davies, TWRA Treasurer

Clive Elcome details latest news
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RECENT TADWORTH PLANNING DECISIONS
Citigate Site, 90 The Avenue
We have taken the view that the move of Tadworth Tyres to this site 

would be beneficial but there should be adequate safeguards in the 

form of planning conditions to ensure there is no harm to the amenities 

of nearby dwellings, particularly in Willow Bank. Planning permission has 

now been granted with similar conditions to those we suggested, apart 

from omitting acoustic insulation and paint spraying ventilation measures. 

22 Downs Way

We have supported residents in the condemnation of the current 

structure that has been built with disregard to the permitted plans. We 

welcome the Council’s action in putting on a ‘stop notice’ so 

construction work has halted, and its request to the developer to 

provide better plans. We will monitor the situation and, with Councillor 

Turner’s help, try to ensure a more satisfactory development that does not 

harm the amenities of the neighbours and does not harm the street scene.

Stanford Lodge and Rear of 1-7 Shelvers Way

We spoke against an application for 5 dwellings at a recent planning 

committee meeting and were grateful for all the local residents who also 

attended. Although recommended for approval, the committee refused 

the application. Most concerns centred around highway safety but as 

Surrey County Council, the highways authority, had not objected, this 

could not be used as a ground for refusal. (We refer to this in the item 

on traffic and parking.)

The current situation is that the developers have appealed against an 

earlier refusal for six dwellings, but to date there is no decision from the 

Planning Inspectorate. It is likely that if that appeal is dismissed, they will 

appeal against the recent refusal, so the matter is still ongoing. 

 

‘Green Corner’, Dorking Rd

The Planning Inspectorate dismissed an appeal, at which we had given 

evidence, for three large new dwellings. Subsequently we objected to an 

application for two large houses which we considered were also out of 

character with the area and which the Council has now refused. So far 

there has been no appeal against this latest refusal.

Tadworth Station Buildings (pictured above)

For a number of years there have been rumours about what business 

was to occupy the vacant premises. Planning applications have recently 

been submitted for advertisements and the internal arrangement of the 

new ‘Bridge’ restaurant so we hope to see the building occupied soon.

15 Chapel Road

We objected to 2 applications for an additional floor on grounds of 

impact on the street scene and are pleased that both have been refused 

by the Council.

RECENT WALTON PLANNING DECISIONS
Frith Park, Sturts Lane

We have commented on a number of submissions in relation to the 

planning conditions attached to the permission for 37 dwellings. We 

have also been in contact with the developers relating to demolition and 

construction traffic. A traffic management plan has been agreed which 

requires HGVs to enter the site from the Dorking Rd rather than through 

the village, keep to a speed limit of 10 MPH and monitor traffic along 

Sturts Lane, which is generally a single track road. If there are any 

problems, the demolition contractors, 777Group, should be contacted 

directly on 07866 601146 (Tony Rawlings) or 020 8689 6861.

Little Ambrook, Nursery Road

We are delighted that the latest appeal has been dismissed. There have 

been several refusals and appeals against new houses or flats on the site 

as the existing house and surroundings make an important contribution 

to the Conservation and Residential Area of Special Character.

Enforcement Action in Sturts Lane

For many years we have complained about unauthorised commercial 

activities in Sturts Lane and so were pleased and have given written 

support when the Council took enforcement action against scaffolding 

businesses. We have not heard the outcome of the appeal.

2 Rose Cottages, Chequers Lane

There have been a number of planning applications on this site. The 

latest was to build a two-storey, two-bedroomed house. We objected to 

this latest application because of the poor design, impact on the 

conservation area and for road safety reasons. We were pleased that the 

application was refused. 

Starboard Light, Heath Drive 

Following an earlier refusal, another application came forward for the 

demolition of Starboard Light and creating two new dwellings. We 

objected to the proposals because of the perceived over-development, 

harm to the conservation area, and loss of or harm to trees. 

Little Walden, Egmont Park Road

Proposals came forward to demolish this property and replace it with 

seven flats. Although the existing house has perhaps little architectural 

merit we objected to the proposals because of what we saw as 

over-development, because the density was too high, the neighbour loss 

of privacy and general design, which we considered out of character for 

the area. We were pleased to hear that the application was refused by 

the borough council and the subsequent appeal dismissed.

** If there is an planning application near you which causes concern, 

please let us know and we will arrange a visit. **

By Gillian Hein & Alanna Coombes

Local Matters in Tadworth & Walton
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Development Management Plan

MAKING TREES MATTER

T
he realisation that no procedure or 

funding exists within Surrey to 

replace dead or dying street trees 

came as a complete surprise to me, 

particularly as some of our trees 

are in poor shape or dead. It was with great 

excitement therefore that the TWRA street 

tree initiative began. 

Our urban trees have real value, apart from 

softening an often harsh and austere landscape 

and generally making the area more attractive, 

they help to improve our physical and mental 

health. Tree Council research suggests that trees 

can save up to 10% of energy consumption 

through moderation of the local climate, help 

to stabilise the soil and reduce the effects of 

flooding and air pollution. It has been proven 

that having street trees outside your home can 

reduce particulate emissions entering it by up 

to 25%. Trees provide shade, reduce road 

traffic speeds and noise pollution. They increase 

biodiversity, supporting a great variety of 

wildlife that we can enjoy close to home. 

Statistics also suggest that mature trees can 

increase the value of our homes by up to 18%.

Thanks to funding from Councillor Mike 

Gosling, Pfizer and a number of residents, we 

began with the planting of 30 trees in January 

this year. A wide selection was chosen including 

Ornamental Pear, Whitebeam, Cherry, Lime, 

Acer, Gingko, Liquid Amber and Silver Birch. I 

am pleased to report that the trees planted in 

Shelvers Way, Tadorne Road, and Kingswood 

Road are in good health. A few of the Pears 

have suffered a little with leaf rust but this is 

fairly common and not serious. Thank you very 

much indeed to all the residents involved with 

nurturing and watering the new trees; without 

your help and support the initiative would be 

doomed to failure!

Stage two is well under way, with a further 

25-30 trees planned for planting, along with 

some spring bulbs, this autumn and winter. It is 

hoped that we can include the participation of 

local school children but this is yet to be 

confirmed. We are extending the planting to 

include Epsom Lane South, The Avenue, 

Downs Way and Ebbisham Lane near Gun 

Corner. Our ambition is to include as many 

areas as possible and there will be 

opportunities for more roads to be included in 

due course.  

We have been very heartened by your 

encouragement and thank you for your 

generous support, but It’s not too late to 

donate to the programme. If you are keen to 

do so, please contact Mrs Gillian Bockmeulen 

at gbockmeulen@hotmail.com.

Patrica Brookwick details the street-tree story so far

T
he Council’s consultation period on 

this document finished on 10th 

October. Members will probably be 

aware from literature supplied by the 

Council that the Plan contains site-specific 

recommendations plus policies which will be 

used when considering planning applications, 

replacing those in the current Local Plan.

Apart from minor amendments to the Green 

Belt boundary and a new Residential Area of 

Special Character (RASC) in Tadorne Road and 

an extension to an existing RASC in The 

Avenue, there are few detailed proposals 

specifically for our area. However, we have 

made a number of suggested amendments to 

some of the policies. Our main concerns relate 

to the proposed parking standards which we 

consider are too low, bearing in mind the poor 

level of public transport, and will lead to more 

on-street parking and congestion. 

We prepared a draft document which was 

on our web site and also emailed those 

members where we had their email addresses, 

suggesting views be sent to the Council with 

copies to ourselves. Our thanks to everyone 

who has informed us of their concerns. We 

have also discussed the document with 

members of the Banstead and District 

Federation of Residents Associations before 

sending off our final comments. These have 

also been posted on our web site. 

The Council will be considering all the 

representations received, before submitting a 

final version of the Plan to the Planning 

Inspectorate in 2017. There will be a 6 week 

period in order to submit either objections or 

support. In due course there will be an 

‘Examination in Public’ (EIP) when an 

Inspector, who will have seen all the written 

submissions, will consider the plan and lead 

discussions on issues where he feels he needs 

more information. If we still have concerns 

about the plan, we will give evidence. 

Following this, and subject to any further 

amendments arising out of the EIP, the 

Development Management Plan will be 

formally adopted and used to control future 

development in the Borough.

By Gillian Hein
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Jubilee Woodland
By Jill Bockmeulen

T
he woodland continues to attract more visitors and recently 

two special groups, the Tadworth Brownies and the 1st 

Walton Beavers came to pond dip and build hides 

accompanied by parents and siblings. It was surprising how 

many different species were found in our pond and the groups spent 

some of the evening identifying the creatures using nature charts. We 

also had three ducks on our small pond who made several visits!

Volunteers continue to maintain and clear the woodland and we 

have planted a large number of daffodil bulbs which were kindly 

donated by Robin Parr-Davies.

The popular Carols in the Woodland event is scheduled for 

Saturday, 17th December and details will be posted on the notice 

boards and on the TWRA website nearer the time. We were delighted 

by the number of people who attended last year and each year sees 

more residents joining us and the Choir of the Good Shepherd. Do 

make a note of the date as this really is an enjoyable occasion and a 

lovely start to Christmas.

As ever, we can be contacted at  Jubilee_woodland@yahoo.com  

should you have any queries or suggestions or, if you would like to 

join one of our working parties.

Woodland Trust   Langley Vale 
Centenary Wood Project

T
he ambitious project to create a woodland to commemorate 

the centenary of the First World War is continuing and the 

Woodland Trust welcomes volunteers for their practical task 

days which include coppicing (21st November and 7th 

February, 2017), barbed wire removal (26th October, 11th January 

and 3rd March, 2017) and work on the tree guards (8th December). 

Task days normally run from 10.00am to 3pm. Kate Harvey has 

recently been appointed Assistant Site Manager and if you wish to be 

involved please register your interest and obtain further information 

from her. She can be contacted at kateharvey@woodlandtrust.org.uk

UsefUl ContaCt Details
TWRA COMMITTEE:
Clive Elcome - Chairman
clive.elcome@ukgateway.net
01737 813110
Gillian Hein - Vice-Chairman & Tadworth Planning
gilllian.hein@virginmedia.com
01737 355206
Robin Parr-Davies - Treasurer
robin@parr-davies.com     
Gillian Bockmeulen - Secretary
gbockmeulen@hotmail.com
01737 814989
Ann Liddle - Walton Area Steward
01737 819959
Alanna Coombes - Walton Planning
alannacombes@hotmail.com

LOCAL COUNCILLORS:
Michael Gosling, Surrey County Councillor   
michael.gosling@surreycc.gov.uk
Rachel Turner, Borough Councillor
cllr.turner@reigate-banstead.gov.uk
Vic Broad, Borough Councillor
cllr.broad@reigate-banstead.gov.uk
James Clarke, Borough Councillor
cllr.clarke@reigate-banstead.gov.uk
Crispin Blunt, M.P.
Westminster Office: 0207 219 2254      
crispinblunt@parliament.uk
Constituency Office: 01737 222756      
Skinner House, 38-40 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7BA
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The Police have recruited a new Police Volunteer for Reigate & 

Banstead part of whose role will be to examine the police files of 

reported crimes and extract suitable details to be circulated to 

residents and Neighbourhood Watches via the new InTheKnow 

alerting system. The new alerting system is now working in Surrey but 

our R&B volunteer is still going through a twelve-week vetting 

procedure and training before she can be allowed to access police 

files, so we are not expecting the alerts to be circulated in our area 

until around November.

On 8th and 9th October volunteers from Tadworth and Walton took 

part in a successful litter pick in both villages. We wish to thank all 

those residents who gave their time, especially Cllr. Rachel Turner who 

co-ordinated this event and George Currey who organised volunteers 

in Walton. It is hoped that this will become an annual event.

Photo below - David Montgomery and daughter, Sophia, Charles Harvey, 
George Curry, Katherine Montgomery and son Michael and Edda Harvey.

POLICE & NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH REPORT

LOCAL LITTER PICK

SWANS’ BRIEF RETURN 
TO WALTON POND
Following requests from residents about acquiring swans for 

Mere Pond, Cllr. Vic Broad contacted staff at the Swan 

Sanctuary at Egham who suggested a swan island be installed 

which might attract swans. In the meantime, a swan and two 

cygnets, together with a number of Canada geese were 

sighted on the pond on 8th October, however the swans only 

stayed for one day.

The Council’s Countryside Management Team have now 

completed their work and it is anticipated that the island will 

be installed on 3rd November after which hopefully, the 

swans will return. Our thanks go to Councillor Broad for all 

his efforts in this project.

UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS
MEETING REGARDING PARKING ISSUES
Tuesday 1 November, 7.30pm
Tadworth Primary School

ST PETER’S CHRISTMAS CRAFT MARKET
Saturday 12 November, 10.00am - 2.00pm
Lord Riddell Hall. 
Please visit and help raise much-needed funds 
for the church.

TADWORTH ART GROUP WINTER 
EXHIBITION 2016
Friday 18 November, 6.30pm - 10.00pm
Saturday 19 November, 10.00am - 6.00pm
Sunday 20 November, 10.00am - 5.00pm
St John’s Church Hall, The Avenue, Tadworth
www.tadworthartgroup.org.uk

CAROL SINGING
Jubilee Woodland, Tadworth
Saturday 17 December, details to follow

By Mike Fox

By Jill Bockmeulen
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