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Tadworth and Walton Residents Association 

Walton on the Hill Conservation Area 
Draft comments on the draft Appraisal 2012 

Introduction 
The Residents Association (RA) welcomes the detailed and comprehensive analysis of the history 
and architecture of the Conservation Area and agrees with most of the conclusions. 
We comment below on the proposed boundary changes to the Conservation Area (A), general 
comments on the type of improvements which could be made across the area (B), plus a few more  
specific suggestions (C). We make a number of recommendations (D). Some of these could be 
included in the Appraisal; with others it may be more appropriate if they are something the RA, with 
the Council’s approval, follows up with the benefit of outside funding. 

This document is a draft response. We will be consulting the Walton Forum and our own membership 
before sending our final comments 

A.   Comments on the proposed boundary changes 

a) Comments on the suggestions in the Appraisal 
• Sandlands Road                   

Recommendation 
The RA would like to see this area retained. We consider the view from Walton Street, showing the 
curving elevations of properties on the western side, is an asset and reflects the history of the area. 
We appreciate that some buildings, particularly on the eastern side of Sandlands Road are out of 
character with the remainder of the area. 

• End of Meadow Walk         
Recommendation 
We agree with the addition. We would also like to see numbers 38 evens upwards also included as 
they are good examples of artisan housing of the period.  

• Land to North and South of Hurst Drive 
Recommendation 
The RA disagrees that the former Kitlands garden be included as planning permission for residential 
development has been granted since the production of the draft Appraisal. It is unsure about the 
property to the south of Hurst Drive as it would be an outlier if the Kitland site is removed... 

• Addition in Breech Lane 
The R A supports this addition. 

b) Suggestions for inclusion 
Recommendation 

• Duffield Road and 6 dwellings in Meadow Walk  
The RA considers that Duffield Road has an attractive streetscape of villas, although we appreciate it 
contains a few  more recent dwellings of lesser quality, plus the 6 semi detached dwellings to the east 
on the North side of Meadow Walk which also, in our opinion, also have architectural merit. 
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Recommendation 
• Howard Close 

Despite some changes to the elevations and various extensions, the RA considers that this 
development retains architectural cohesion and charm. As with our suggestions on including 
properties in Meadow Walk, Duffield Road and Sandlands Road, they also reflect the history of the 
village, reflecting a variety of smaller house types which complement the larger Edwardian villas 
also characteristic of Walton on the Hill. 

B.  General comments 

There are several unsightly buildings and problems mentioned in the Appraisal with which we agree 
and which we would like to see resolved. The R A also recognises that with limited finance available 
and the fact that many of the problems relate to private developments, there are limitations on what 
can be achieved in the short term. Nevertheless, even unrealistic suggestions should be retained as 
long term goals, bearing in mind that some of the sites may be the subject of future planning 
applications. 
Nevertheless, we consider that there are many short term opportunities for enhancing the area 
particularly with reference to street furniture and encouraging private owners to improve the fronts of 
their properties. 
We have some general comments/ recommendations. We work well with our county and local 
Councillors and appreciate that their assistance will help achieve some of the suggestions. 

a)  Street furniture 
A major problem is the variety and poor design of the street furniture. There are numerous types of 
bollard for example. Over time, it should be possible to ensure their replacement or refurbishment 
what is already there. As a general rule, we suggest that future replacements be black, either cast iron 
or polyurethane on steel. There is a considerable amount of information on the web of both existing 
good practice and product availability. A design guide for Tonbridge Conservation Area is a good 
example of what can be proposed. 
Recommendation 
The RA suggests that the Appraisal contains recommendations for improving and standardising street 
furniture, both public and private. 
In the case of public sector street furniture, we recommend discussions take place between the 
Council and the statutory undertakers to standardise designs, materials and possibly identify the 
preferred manufacturer for when replacements are required. In the case of shop forecourts, we 
suggest the Appraisal recommends that owners work together with a view to unifying the surface 
treatments. One option would be to use bonded resin with aggregates of similar colour to the 
pavements with a line of brick paviours defining the boundaries with the back edge of footpaths... 

• Bollards 
At present there are a range of wood, metal and concrete bollards of differing styles and condition. 
They contribute to the rundown character of parts of the Conservation Area. Some are on private 
land.  
Recommendation 
We suggest a standardised black cast iron or polyurethane on steel bollard. There are several 
manufacturers and it would be necessary to price them and also find out which have the longest 
guarantee and need least maintenance. 
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• Litter bins 
Most are the heritage black bins but many of these have deteriorated. Some have areas where the top 
coating has gone, there is rusting, and the gold detailing failing/ fallen off. Most look decrepit and 
are no longer an asset to the area. There is a yellow bin in front of Crown House which needs 
replacing. The green ones at the pond plus the seat ends may also look better if painted black as 
weathering badly and at least one is in very poor condition.  
Expert advice would be required if these bins can be refurbished. 
Recommendation 
Where bins need replacing we recommend a standardised product of cast iron or polyethylene 
bonded on steel, preferably black and not too ornate. The RA could investigate with the Council 
whether the existing ones can be restored/ refurbished. 

• Salt bins 
There are black polyethylene containers available which would be a significant improvement on 
existing yellow bins. 
Recommendation 
The yellow salt container next to the pond should be replaced. 

• Railings/ guard rails 
The RA considers that some of the black railings such as at the end of the pond are fine but the guard 
railings outside the school could be replaced with more traditional designs in black. 
Some of the railings on privately owned land, particularly for disabled access to some of the shops, 
are unsightly but would need the agreement of the owners to replace with a more appropriate design. 
These would also be better if painted black. 
Recommendation 
Inappropriate railings and guard rails are replaced when necessary (one of the guard rails outside the 
school is damaged). Private land owners will also be encouraged to use the same design 

• Street lighting 
When the new street lighting was put in some years ago, the RA tried to get a design more 
appropriate for a conservation area but was told it was too expensive. As there is to be a change to 
LED lighting in the near future, this could present an opportunity to change to one of the heritage 
designs, whilst ensuring the light is not harmful to wildlife and there is limited light pollution/ light 
spill.  
Recommendation 
The RA approach Surrey County Council to investigate improvements to the lighting supports. 

b)   Surfacing and clutter 
• Surfacing 

Many of the forecourts suffer from different surface treatment and look run down and unkempt. 
Guidance on standard materials could bring some unity if the owners are willing to replace them 
when repairing their existing surfaces. 
Recommendation 
Private landowners be encouraged to work with their neighbours and use a standardised finish if 
resurfacing their forecourts. Products such as bonded resin with similar aggregate may be 
appropriate. 

• Clutter 
Much of the clutter is associated with private waste bins, dividing fences in front forecourts, 
advertising hoardings/ notices and street signs. The R A appreciates businesses need to advertise but 
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improvements could be made in many locations in Walton Street to provide more attractive and 
welcoming forecourts.  
Some of the street signs such as’ no parking’ and ‘no fishing’ could be improved. 
Recommendation 
Private owners be recommended to consider how their forecourts can be improved visually and 
statutory undertakers consider how signage can be improved or removed if unnecessary. 

• Overhead  cables/ wirescape 
 The Appraisal recommends putting these underground. This can be investigated as a long term 
objective. 
Recommendation. 
The R A contacts BT with a view to investigating if there are any opportunities for removing 
overhead cables. 

• Seating 
A standardised design would be beneficial if new or replacement seats are to be provided. Seats 
around the pond need repairing and the timber slats reconditioned. 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that a standard seat design is introduced, preferably with black ends when new 
seating is introduced, and the Council investigate, perhaps with the RA, the refurbishment/ repair of 
existing seating. (The RA has already refurbished some seats in Tadworth) 
  

c) Tree planting 
• There are opportunities for introducing planting both on private land and on the boundaries 

between shopping forecourts and public footpaths. 
Recommendation 
Tree planting be encouraged on the back edge of pavement in appropriate locations, using 
standardised tree grilles and tree guards. Private landowners be approached where opportunities 
exist. The Tadworth and Walton Tree Wardens may be able to assist in new planting.  

d)   Materials and elevation treatment 
The Appraisal contains welcome and detailed information and guidance on architectural features and 
materials which should be taken into account when considering planning applications or carrying out 
permitted improvements. The information could be brought together so that they comprise an easily 
accessible guide for both council planners and private landowners. We suggest that in the case of 
windows and doors, there are many modern products which look visually the same as traditional 
designs but have the benefit of reducing noise and heat loss and requiring less maintenance. 
Recommendation 
We suggest that guidance be included either in the Appraisal or in a separate document on materials 
and design. 

e) The pond 
The Walton Street edge of the pond could benefit from a more natural treatment. 
Recommendation 
We recommend that the R A liaises with Walton Forum and the ‘pond committee’ to investigate the 
potential for introducing a greener edge to this section of the pond. 

f) Parking and traffic 
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As the Appraisal points out, many of the Conservation Area’s problems stem from insufficient, well 
placed parking and the amount of through traffic. Together these affect the visual appearance of the 
area, the quality of experiences for those living and using the village’s facilities, and the efficient 
functioning of the road network. Various studies have been carried out in the past, but to date it has 
not been possible to come up with satisfactory suggestions, although the redesign of the small car 
park on Walton Street would provide additional places, there is the possibility of increased spaces 
opposite the garage in Walton Street and there is potential to use the land at the corner of Queens 
Close as a car park, although permission has been refused for this in the past. Major changes such as 
introducing a one way system or preventing through traffic are unlikely to be acceptable. 

C.   Detailed comments by area 

Some areas have been improved since the 2012 appraisal, such as the front elevation of Crown 
House and the removal of clutter on Gun Corner. 

• Top of Deans Lane 
The R A agrees that the front elevations of the cottages on the heath could be improved, particularly 
the detailing on the 2 central dwellings. 
It is important to retain the Blue Ball with its traditional location overlooking the heath. 

• The pond area 
The R A agrees with the Appraisal that the bollards could be improved/ straightened. It would be 
better if they were replaced with black cast iron bollards or similar, also with reflectors. 
The white gates are a good entrance to the village but the Welcome to Walton sign outside the 
Conservation Area needs replacing. 
We agree with the Appraisal that the concrete boundary to the pond on the Walton Street edge is 
unsightly but because of the changing water levels and steep slope we do not think grass or even a 
form of grass-crete would work. It has been suggested that a more natural look, probably involving 
the importing of gabions and/ or rocks plus top soil as well as indigenous planting would soften this 
boundary. This could be investigate with the local pond committee and Walton Forum as would be a 
major project. 
The litterbins and seats next to the pond need repair and refurbishment. Black may be better than the 
faded blue for the litter bins and some of the seat ends. 
The yellow salt bin should be replaced with a black one. 
Some of the shop fronts and forecourts could be improved. Tree planting with appropriate species 
could be considered at the back edge of footpath. 

• Eastern end of Walton Street 
Improvements to the street furniture, forecourts, wirescape, shop fronts, architectural detailing and 
signing would improve the streetscape. 
 The RA agrees with the Appraisal that the Coop and car park opposite remove the feeling of 
enclosure but considers that redevelopment is unlikely. 
 The front elevation of the Coop could be improved, possibly by painting the white part of the 
elevation grey, but it is unlikely that the site will be redeveloped. Tree planting along the frontage 
with the bollards could be an improvement. 
Similarly, although we agree with the conclusions in the Appraisal, the R A does not think it likely 
that the car park will be redeveloped whilst still retaining the existing parking spaces. An analysis 
has been carried out on the potential for increasing the number of existing spaces. An increase can be 
achieved whilst still allowing for some tree planting along the frontage. The rearrangement is likely 
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to be costly because of the need to relay the cobbled surface but the R A could make an application 
for a grant such as for CIL monies if it is decided to proceed with this suggestion. 
Unlike the suggestion in the Appraisal, the RA does not object to the ground floor extensions of the 
buildings adjacent to the Coop and consider in any event it is unlikely that the original cottage 
frontage will restored unless the shops prove impossible to let. 
Vegetation has recently been cleared in front of the Congregational Church and we suggest that, 
working with the Church, there may be an opportunity for tree planting. 
Some of the shop frontages and forecourts would benefit from unity of treatment, ideally with 
standardised materials and street tree planting. The R A is not sure that hedging, as suggested in the 
Appraisal, would be the appropriate but this could be investigated with the owners if the principle is 
agreed. 

• Western end of Walton Street 
It seems unlikely that the wall opposite the garage will be rebuilt unless it becomes dangerous, 
however, it would be desirable to surface the adjoining strip used for parking by the garage. It is 
suggested that discussions take place with the County Council with a view to tarmacing the 
unsurfaced strip, with a line of brick paviours defining the limit of the highway and repairing the 
existing footpath.    
Some of the existing buildings are out of character with this area but are unfortunately are unlikely to 
be redeveloped. 

• Top of Chequers Lane 
Gun Corner is much improved thanks to the Walton Forum and Crown House fits better into the 
street scene since conversion to flats. The modifications to the Chequers pub forecourt are also 
welcomed 
The potential for converting the grassed area on the corner of Queens Close into a temporary garden 
sitting out area, longer term community orchard or landscaped car park could be investigated with 
the owners, although a change of use to parking has been refused on appeal. Consultation would be 
necessary to obtain the views of the community before a decision could be made... 
The advertisement on the Fadi shop is out of scale and the yellow litter bin near the seat next to 
Crown House needs replacing with a more appropriate heritage design and relocated to the side of 
the seat. 

• The Arts and Crafts areas covered by the Residential Area of Special Character 
The policies in the Development Management Plan are probably sufficiently detailed to protect this 
area although we are concerned at some inappropriate infilling, often the result of a successful 
appeal, leading to a loss of the green landscape settings. The replacement of some of the front 
hedging with fencing is also regretted. 
 A more detailed townscape appraisal may be required if the format for local plans proposed in the 
recent Government White Paper is implemented, with its greater emphasis on design. 

D.   Conclusions 

We have few comments on the factual part of the appraisal which describes the character and history 
of the area comprehensively. We respect the expertise which has gone into the document. One or two 
parts need updating where changes have occurred since the appraisal was first drafted.  
We agree with most of the recommendations but feel that without the necessary finance most of the 
major suggestions are unlikely to be implemented in the short term although they should be included 
in the recommendations as long term goals. 
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. 
Recommendations 

• We have suggested some extensions to the Conservation Area. 
• We would like to see the order of the Appraisal slightly reformatted so that there is a list of 

proposals at the end. (At present some of the suggestions are spread throughout the 
Appraisal.) A list would draw to the Development Management team’s attention the 
opportunities to secure enhancements when considering planning applications and would also 
be useful for local landowners considering new developments. In particular it could take the 
form of a checklist/ guidance for landowners and shopkeepers to help improve those 
frontages which currently detract from parts of Walton Street and Chequers Lane.  

• We would like to see standardisation of street furniture and guidance set out in the Appraisal 
so that recommendations can be made to Surrey County Council as highways authority and 
other statutory undertakers for future works. 

• The clutter and surfacing of many of the shop forecourts harm the character of the area and 
owners should be encouraged to work with their neighbours to improve the quality of 
materials and layout. It would be useful if guidance were to be included on suitable materials. 
We also suggest more tree planting. 

• Perhaps a case can be made for a borough wide Conservation Area Advisory Committee with 
a small budget for local enhancements. Although probably not feasible at the present time, 
with the Government’s proposed emphasis on improvements in design quality, it could 
become a realistic proposition.  


