
Minutes: Tadworth & Walton Tree Warden Meeting  
Saturday 3rd March 2018: Church of the Good Shepherd 

Attendees:  

Patricia Brookwick, Gillian Hein, Jill Bockmeulen, Adrian Allen, Lisa Geelhood, Judy Lumley, Geoff 

Hewitt, Roger Ponsford 

Apologies: 

Gilly Gibbins 

• New Members and Tree Warden Structural Review 

Members gave a brief introduction to themselves as they welcomed Roger Ponsford to the group.   

We discussed the Surrey Tree Warden Network, which is the hub organisation for all tree warden groups 

within Surrey.  Full details about the organisation can be found at www.surreytreewardens.org.  Each 

member confirmed that they had received the Tree Warden Handbook Guide, distributed by the STWN, 

which is full of helpful information.  Patricia confirmed that she is now on the committee of the STWN and 

that she would update members following the next committee meeting in April. 

The function of the Tree Council was also reviewed.  Formed about 45 years ago it is an umbrella charity 

for over 150 organisations working together for the benefit of trees.  The Tree Council instigated the Tree 

Warden scheme which now has over 8,000 volunteers.  The main contacts for the Tree Council are:  

Director Jon Stokes – jon.stokes@treecouncil.org.uk 07850 389862 and Engagement Manager Kristina 

Janson – kjb@treecouncil.org.uk 0207 407 9992. 

• Surrey Tree Warden Network & Tree Council Update 

The Tree Council’s South East Forum was held at Hascombe Village Hall in October 2017.  Attended by 

about 60 volunteers the focus was on veteran trees.  Volunteers were asked to help in identifying and 

reporting on veterans within their areas. There was a visit to Gatton Park  in September where David 

Alderman, who works for the National Trust promoting ancient trees, provided a talk and tree walk.  The 

day was a great success and there are plans for a similar event in April 2018.  

Dates of interest: 



o STWN News Letter   March 2018 

o STWN AGM, Epsom – venue tbc  14th July 2018 

o Tree Council Tree Care Campaign  21st March 2018 – 21st September 2018 

o Tree Council Seed Gathering Season 23rd September 2018 – 23rd October 2018 

o National Tree Week   24th Nov 2018 – 2nd December 2018 

 

• Tadworth & Walton Tree Warden Update & Action 

Funding :  Patricia confirmed that 2K had been awarded from the Tesco Bags of Help programme and 

8.8K from the Big Lottery Fund – all to be spent on street trees.  Future fundraising ideas were discussed 

and it was agreed that new appeals should to be pursued from August 2018.  The ASDA & Waitrose 

schemes were suggested as good starting points.  The plan is to spend the Tesco fund in March 2018 and 

the Lottery fund in November 2018.  

Tree Preservation Orders:  Gillian Hein provided an overview of the TPO meeting held with SCC Tree 

Officer Guy Stephens .  TWTW’s were asked to familiarize themselves with the council’s procedure for 

making preservation orders and to submit applications for any trees they felt should be protected.  

Conservation Areas were also discussed and it was agreed that a letter should be produced and delivered 

to each household within our conservation areas, explaining the constraints and conditions within it and the 

implications for trees.  It was agreed that the TWTW’s would deliver the letters which we hope to produce 

in May. A copy will also be uploaded to the TWRA website.  

Dead Trees: We discussed dead and dying street trees in our area.  A list had been provided to SCC two 

years ago by the TWTW’s and some of the affected trees have since been removed.  The list requires 

updating and re-submission to the council.   Patricia will provide a work plan for recording the information 

and the TWTW’s agreed to work in pairs over the summer to produce a list by the end of July 2018. 

National Tree Week Tree Dressing Day Event, 3rd December 2017:  It was felt that the day had gone 

well and it was agreed that a similar event would be held, during National Tree Week 2018, on either the 

25th November or 2nd December 2018, please make a note of the dates now as we will need all hands 

on deck on the chosen day.   Patricia to check with local schools, to ensure that the proposed dates do not 

clash with a school activity as happened in December 17, and to see if we could have a 5 minute slot during 

an assembly to talk about the event.  The plan is to extend the children’s activities to include the planting of 

new seedlings into pots for the children to take away.  We will review plans at the next meeting.  Jill 

Bockmeulen offered to write a small piece about the December 17 event for inclusion in the TWRA’s 



spring newsletter. 

Street Tree Watering:  It was agreed that during dry spells Gillian, Patricia and Jill would continue to 

water the street trees they have been watering to date in Shelvers Way, The Avenue, Tadorne Road and 

Kingswood Road.  When the weather is dry, Adrian committed to watering the five new Himalayan Birch 

trees planted along the verge on Shelvers Green and Geoff Hewitt the three new trees planted in the border 

by the petrol station on Shelvers Hill.  Jill volunteered to nurture the single Dawn Redwood tree planted on 

the triangle at the junction with Cross Road and Ashley Road.  The trees were planted on 13th March and all 

have water bags. The ground is quite wet at the moment so no watering is required just now with the 

exception of Jill’s Dawn Redwood, which needs to be kept moist during the first year of planting. The 

Redwood water bag was filled on the 13th March.   If you are unsure about any aspect of the watering 

please let Patricia know.  

Bluebell Open Day and Veteran Tree Recording at Walton Manor – The public open day is on 

Saturday 5th May and a special viewing morning for the TWTW’s will be on Sunday 6th May.  Please put 

the morning of the  6th in your diary as, apart from viewing the Bluebells at their peak, we will learn how to 

identify ancient trees, measure and record them.  

• Follow up on Octobers TWTW Meeting 

We had planned to build relationships with  RBBC and SCC.  Patricia confirmed that contact had been 

made and that our key relationships will be with: 

o Nick Healey Highways Team Manager SCC  

o Vic Davey Highways Maintenance Engineer RBBC 

o Graham Banks Arboricultural Team Manager SCC (0208 213 2628) 

o Guy Stephens Tree Officer (RBBC) 

With the assistance of the first three contacts a new system has been put in place for proceeding with the 

street tree planting from 2018 and onwards.  

 

 

Ash Dieback:  It was reported that RBBC had confirmed that no cases of Ash Dieback had been reported 

in the borough.  There will be more about this at the STWN AGM in July. 



Treezilla:  Only Adrian had managed to record and upload data to the Treezilla site.  Information is 

attached as a reminder and all volunteers agreed to make an effort to record and upload data for at least 10 

trees during the summer of 2018.  To be reviewed at the next meeting.  Patricia to email details to Roger 

and Gilly.  

Tree Charter:  The Tree Charter organisation kindly supplied Tree Charter badges as a gesture of thanks 

for support provided by the TWTW’s and for signing the Charter.  

Shelvers Way Shops Project:  Councilor Rachel Turner has allocated 4K to the project.  A meeting is to 

be held on the 6th April to confirm and itemize the work to be done.  The dead tree has already been 

removed and we are pushing for the stump to be taken out ASAP.  The TWTW’s have agreed to assist as 

and when required.  There will be an update after the meeting with Councilor Turner on the 6th. 

• Future Plans 

Unfortunately there was insufficient time to discuss future plans! We had hoped to review: Hedges & 

Hedge Trees, Ancient Trees, The Wider Area, Community Involvement and the possibility of a children’s 

booklet ‘25 Trees for Children’, these items will now be reviewed at the next meeting.   

It was  however agreed that Roger Ponsford would have a window at the forthcoming Walton Forum 

meeting to talk about the TWTW’s in an effort to attract new volunteers.  A TWTW feature will also 

appear in the next copy of the Tadworth Tribune.  

Items of Interest 

TWTW Facebook Page:  The site has been set up, please visit it, ‘like it’ and add some comments.  If you 

are able to get any of your tree friends to visit the page too that would be great!  Simply enter Tadworth & 

Walton Tree Wardens into your browser or find it @tadworthwaltontreewardens.  It would be good to get 

future events advertised through this media.  

Verge Cutting:  Verge Cutting will re-commence in late March 2018.  

The wonderful free tree guide ‘Time for Trees’ was on display and is available from www.barcham.co.uk 

London’s Street Trees – available to purchase at £12.99 from safehavenbooks.co.uk.  It was mentioned 

that Paul Wood, the author, was currently providing guided street tree walks in London via the Walking 

Museum organisation.  Patricia had attended one in Pimlico and thoroughly recommended them.  Details 



are on the FB page.   

Next Meeting 

The next formal meeting will be held on Saturday 29th September 2018.  Please put the date in your 

diary as there will be lots to discuss ☺    


